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HE regular reading of the advertis- 

ing columns of the TIMES may save 

much fruitless searching for the very 

thing you need. And many readers buy 

because they saw it in THE SUNDAY 
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Consecration 


By Barbara Elden Cornet 


ORD, my greatest is so little, 
And my most is yet so small 
When I measure it with Jesus 
There is nothing left at all, 
And I hesitate to answer 
When I hear Thee call. 


Can the Lord who owns the cattle 
On a thousand fertile hills, 

He who speaks in voice commanding 
And the angry water stills, 

Can the Lord who died for sinners 
On the cross of Calvary 

Use me, even in my weakness? 

Yes, for He demands of me 

Perfect strength, and then He gives it 
In His all-sufficiency. 


Take my greatest, Lord, ’tis nothing, 
And my strongest, though “tis less, 

Thou canst use the little, Father, 
And the humble offering bless, 

And I'll serve Thee, Lord, forever, 
And Thy name confess. 


Anchored 


It means much to a ship to have a 
dependable anchor, Christians weathering 
the storms of this life have such an anchor. 
There is “strong consolation,” or. “strong 
encouragement,” in it. ~The anchor is as 
dependable as God’s own Word — and that 


cannot be oroken. For God made a prom- 
ise to all who trust him, and then con- 
firmed that promise by an oath. Why? 
“That by two immutable things, in which 
it was impossible for God to lie, we might 
have a strong consolation [or encourage- 
ment], who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us: which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and stedfast” (Heb. 6: 17-109). 
Bishop Linton’s comment on this is quoted 
in the Keswick Calendar: “There is the 
anchor. And its two flanges are ‘sure’ 
and ‘stedfast.’ And, remember this, it is 
not the ship that holds the anchor, but the 
anchor that holds the ship. It is Jesus, 
able to save you to the uttermost; able to 
keep you from stumbling. It is he who will 
hold you fast. Trust yourself to him, and 
he will do the holding. . . . Then you will 
win through gloriously: you will not drift!” 
When God says “sure and stedfast,” God 
means it. 


x 
Emperor Worship 


Man would rather worship himself 
than God. This is the result of sin — it 
was the inducement to the first sin: “ye 
shall be as gods.” Nebuchadnezzar de- 
manded worship. Herod had it, with swift 
death under God’s judgment (Acts 12: 21- 


% 


23). The emperor of Japan has for many 
centuries been worshiped as divine. Similar 
worship is beginning to make its appear- 
ance now, in so-called Christian lands, with 
the amazing power and prestige of such 
rulers as Mussolini and Hitler. On a 
Sunday in February more than 1,000,000 
Nazis throughout Germany swore obedi- 
ence to Hitler “in a ceremony equal in 
pomp to an ancient Roman triumph.” And 
this was followed, less than a month later, 
by certain joyal National Socialists plac- 
ing Hitler before God. The Philadelphia 
Public Ledger Foreign Service cabled from 
Berlin that a leader of the extremist wing 
of the “German Christians,” the Rev. Reim- 
bold Krause, recognized this fact frankly 
in an address before the Peoples League 
for the German Faith, saying: “No one 
who asserts that God must be obeyed be- 
fore men is a true citizen of the Third 
Reich.” Peter and the other apostles knew 
better than this when they said boldly to 
the false religious rulers of the Jews: 
“We ought to obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29). But the spirit of emperor 
worship is increasing, and will soon reach 
a climax in the worship of the final world- 
emperor, the Beast, till “all that dwell upon 
the earth shall worship him, whose names 
are not written in the book of life of the . 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world” (Rev. 13:8). 
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Forgiveness and the Lord's Prayer 


give our debtors,” has been chosen 

by the Lesson Committee as the 
Golden Text of the lesson treated in this 
issue of the Times, which gives our Lord’s 
searching teaching on forgiveness. 

Many Christians ine using the Lord’s 
Prayer have hesitated at this petition, and 
have asked whether their own imperfect 
forgiveness was the measure in which God 
would forgive them. A still more serious 
question is whether our forgiving of others 
is the ground of God’s forgiving our sins. 
If so, God’s forgiveness would not be 
wholly of grace. God’s forgiveness of our 
sins is costly beyond all that the human 
mind can understand. Not one sin could 
the holy God forgive had not Christ paid 
with his precious blood the full penalty 
for sin. This is the only ground of God’s 
forgiveness of our sins. 

A bold solution of these apparent diffi- 
culties in the Lord’s Prayer has been of- 
fered in the teaching that this prayer should 
not be offered by Christians. According 
to this teaching, the prayer was given to 


SB isive our us our debts, as we for- 


the apostles when they were under law, 
before the death and resurrection of Christ. 
The teaching for Christians, we are’ told, 
is in the loving exhortation of Paul: “Be 
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4: 32). 

This attempted solution has sprung from 
a desire to honor Christ and the message 
of salvation by grace. But it fails to take 
account of three important facts. 

The first fact has to do with the correct 
meaning of the petition in the Lord’s 
Prayer. If it meant that our forgiving 
others is in any degree the ground of God’s 
forgiving us, or if it meant that God's 
forgiveness was limited in quality or ex- 
tent by our forgiveness of others, then 
indeed such a petition should not be prayed 
by Christians. But if it did mean that, 
then just as surely our Lord would never 
have told men in any dispensation to pray 
such a prayer. To suggest that in the Old 
Testament and in the Gospels God’s for- 
giveness is grounded on a work of man, 
and limited by man’s imperfect forgiveness, 
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and that this plan was completely reversed 
by the death and resurrection of Christ, 
would throw all the teachings of Scrip- 
ture into confusion, 

The petition in the Lord’s Prayer does 
not mean that our forgiveness is the mea- 
sure of God’s forgiveness, or that it is 
in any sense the ground of God’s forgiving 
us. It does mean, as our Lord plainly 
states: “If ye forgive not men their tres- 
passes, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses” (Matt. 6:15). The prayer, 
beginning “Our Father” is of course in- 
tended only for children of God, who have 
already been forgiven through the precious 
blood of Christ. 

The second fact is that Christ’s other 
teachings on forgiveness and the teachings 
of the Epistles are in exact accord with 
this petition in the Lord’s prayer. 

Most of those who teach that the Lord’s 
Prayer is not for Christians, because it 
is not on Church ground, admit that the 
teaching of the eighteenth chapter of Mat- 
thew is for the Church. But in that chap- 
ter the teaching of the parable of the Un- 
forgiving Servant is a most tremendous 
pressing home of the same truth expressed 
in the Lord’s Prayer, closing as it does 
with those fearfully solemn words: “So 
likewise shall my heavenly Father do also 
unto you, if ye from* your hearts forgive 
not every one his brother” (Matt. 18: 35). 
Our Lord repeated again and again this 
message of the obligation upon believers 
to be merciful and to forgive others (Matt. 
5:73 7:13 9:13; 18: 15-35; Mark 11: 22- 
25; Luke 6: 36-38; 17:3, 4). 

In his teaching on the prayer of faith 
and the marvelous promises connected with 
it, our Lord pressed home again the neces- 
sity of forgiving: “When ye stand praying, 
forgive, if ye have ought against any: 
that your Father also which is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses. But if 
ye do not forgive, neither will your Father 
which is in heaven forgive your trespasses” 
(Mark 11:25, 26). Few would venture 
to suggest that this great teaching on “Have 
faith in God” (Mark 11:22) was not in- 
tended for the Church. It is a grave thing 
to minimize in any degree our Lord’s oft 
repeated and solemn words regarding for- 
giveness. 

The third fact is that grace does not 
release men from living according to God’s 
standards, but rather makes such living 
possible. 

In the Old Testament, God’s plan of 
salvation was by grace through faith. In 
the New Testament, -the ethical standards 
of God’s eternal laws are still the stand- 
ards of life. If one who bears the name 
of Christian does not forgive another, his 
fellowship with: God is broken. If he 
should persist forever in his bitterness and 
unforgiving spirit, it would indicate that 
the love of God is not in his heart, and 
that he has not been born of the Spirit. 
And because this is true, the exhortations 
of God in both Old and New Testament 
are intended to keep real Christians from 
having their fellowship with God broken, 
and are intended to warn those that are 
only professing Christians of their danger 
of being eternally lost. 

This matter of forgiveness is an eternal 
truth that is not affected by different dis- 
pensations; and the warnings against the 
danger of unforgiveness do not in the least 
contradict the doctrines of God’s atonement 
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and his free grace, but rather enhance them. 

Several years ago a Bible teacher was 
leading a conference of young people that 
was closed by a testimony meeting. At 
the end of the meeting, a gifted Bible 
teacher, a consecrated woman, asked the 
leader if he had ever heard the teaching 
that the Lord’s Prayer was not for Chris- 
tians. She had been at a conference and 
for the first time heard it suggested that 
Christians could not ask God to forgive 
our sins as we forgave others, because 
God has already forgiven us. He asked 
how the Lord’s Prayer started. “Our 
Father.” 

“Then it is a family affair,” he said. 
“Those who pray it have already been for- 
given through the precious blood of Christ.” 

For a few moments they talked together, 
pointing out some of the truths that have 
been suggested in this article. All had left 
except the young woman who took care 
of the cleaning and arrangement of the 
tabernacle. She looked quite downcast and 
rebellious. The speaker turned and com- 
mended her for the fine way the tabernacle 
had been cared for. Her face did not 
brighten. He told her that this was serv- 
ice for the Lord as definitely as the preach- 
ing. Still the corners of her mouth were 


turned down, and she said: “Can I talk 
to you?” She had been waiting for an 
interview. 


“You know the girl who said in her 
testimony that there was a girl she had 
not been speaking to for six weeks? Well, 
I am that girl she was talking about.” 

“Have you decided now to go and make 
up with her?” 

“I don’t see why I can’t have victory in 
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my life. I have surrendered everything 
else except that.” 

“Let us sit here and talk about it. 
first let us pray. You pray.” 

After a moment of silence, he said, “Pray 
the Lord’s Prayer.” 

He had never made that kind of sugges- 
tion to anyone before. The young woman 
obediently began to pray, in a petulant 
voice: “Our Father who art in heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.” 

Then there was silence. “What is the 
matter?” No answer. “Why don’t you 
go on?” Still no answer. “How have 
you been praying for the last six weeks?” 

“Haven’t prayed.” 

Thus did the Holy ‘Spirit convict by this 
Word of the living God. This young girl 
had not prayed for six weeks. No one can 
pray who deliberately refuses to forgive 
another. You can only “say prayers.” And 
none can be assured of answers to prayer 
who holds an unforgiving. spirit, even if 
it is not deliberate. But finally this young 
woman did surrender her life, and she asked 
forgiveness for her sin; and, needless to 
say, the first thing she planned to do was 
to go to her friend and ask forgiveness, 
having first forgiven her friend from her 
heart all that she had against her. 

When: the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, that love 
goes out in forgiving grace toward our 
debtors, just as God’s love freely forgave 
us our great mountain of sin. But we 
need the instruction of his Word, and warn- 
ings against the sin of not walking in the 
Spirit. 


But © 











Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














Did John Write Revelation? 


As a student of the Greek New Testa- 
ment I am perplexed to realize the immense 
differences in the style of the Gospel of 
John and the Revelation. Readers of the 
ger New Testament will understand what 

mean. 


Now I am a devoted Fundamentalist (I 
need the grace of sometimes to 
kept from becoming a rabid one), and I 
believe that the two books were written by 
the same man. At the same time I must 
confess it taxes my faith. Perhaps on the 
second page of the Times you could show 
that the different styles are reconcilable 
with the one authorship. I am sure your 
words would be read with much interest.— 
A Massachusetts pastor. 


The voice of early Christian tradition is 
insistent that John, the son of Zebedee 
and beloved disciple of the Lord Jesus, 
wrote both the Gospel that bears his name 
and the Revelation. It is even safe to say 
that in the case of no other group of New 
Testament writings are the testimonies in 
favor of apostolic authorship more con- 
vincing than in the case of the five writings 
of John—his Gospel, three Epistles, and 
the Revelation. But modern destructive 
criticism is “assured” that they cannot have 
come from the pen of one man, and it 
even goes so far as to declare that not a 
single one of the five can have been the 
work of a member of the circle of our 
Lord’s intimate disciples ! 





The main criticisms may be classified as 
those that have to do with content, and 
those that have to do with form. 

The material objections may be reduced 
to a single theological objection, which 
needs no further refutation here than an 
exposure of the false conception of Jesus 
Christ that underlies it. Stated in its sim- 
plest terms, the objection of the modern 
critic is that an intimate disciple of the 
“historical Jesus” who, according to the 
critic’s presuppositions, was a merely hu- 
man Jesus, could not have produced an 
account of his life which presents him as 
a divine person; nor could: he so far have 
forgotten his associations with the “earth!y 
Jesus” as to pen the “imaginary” descrip- 
tion of the heavenly Jesus which is con- 
tained in the Revelation. 

The linguistic objections — that is, those 
that have to do with the language and style 
—are less subjective in their point of view. 
Modern discussions of this subject, such as 
those of Bousset, Juelicher, and Charles, 
tabulate lists of differences of vocabulary 
and call attention to peculiarities of gram- 
mar and style which are thought to prove 
that the same man could not have written 
both books. 

But just how radical are these supposed 
differences in language? In the first place, 
it is well to bear in mind the admission 

(Concluded on page 211) 
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Recent Discoveries in Bible Leanetsrsona LIBRARY 


Corroborating again the accuracy of the Bible 





By James "a Kelso, D.D. 





OS TON, MASS. 














Our Earliest Bible Manuscripts 


BOUT two years ago A, Chester 
A Beatty purchased in Egypt some 

eleven manuscript portions of the 
Greek Bible, eight of them from the Old 
Testament and three from the New. 
Scholars have now had sufficient time to 
study these manuscripts and are publishing 
their findings, in some instances unique. 

These manuscripts proved to contain 
parts of ten New Testament books, and 
the penmanship proves that these manu- 
scripts are to be dated in the third century 
A. D., at least one of them in the middle 
of that century. This is a whole century 
earlier than the Codex Vaticanus (now in 
the Vatican library at Rome) and the Co- 
dex Sinaiticus (now in the British Museum 
at London), which, until these new finds, 
were the oldest known manuscripts of the 
Bible. One manuscript of the Old Testa- 
ment, in this new find, is from the second 
century A. D. 

The economic value of these old Bible 
manuscripts is seldom realized by the Chris- 
tian public. The Soviets, for example, 
have recently sold the Codex Sinaiticus 
to the British government for 100,000 
pounds, or almost half a million dollars. 

The new Beatty manuscripts were writ- 
ten on papyrus, the ancestor of paper, in- 
stead of on parchment as the Vatican and 
Sinaitic manuscripts. But, strange to say, 
like these two manuscripts they were in 
Codex, i. e., book form, whereas papyrus 
documents were commonly rolled upon a 
scroll and looked like a small-sized roll of 
wall paper. From the new manuscripts it 
now appears certain that the Bible was the 
book which changed publication style from 
the unwieldy scroll to the convenient Co- 
dex or book form we are still using today. 

The new manuscripts also prove that 
at this early date the Christian Church 
was binding the Gospels together with the 
Acts and publishing them as one volume. 
They also show at least one instance in 
which the Pauline Epistles were bound to- 
gether as a single volume, although the 
Pastoral Epistles seem to have been omitted. 

The most important question, of course, 
is whether or not these new manuscripts 
substantiate the text of the New Testament 
now used by the Church. The answer is 
in the affirmative. They confirm the for- 
mer findings of Bible scholars. 


The Center of a Mystery Cult 


Bie preliminary report of the 1932 
excavations at Eleusis, near Athens in 
Greece, has now been published. This was 
the center of the most important mystery 
cult of New Testament times. It was the 
outstanding intellectual religious competitor 
that Christianity had to meet. Indeed, this 
shrine remained an active competitor of 
Christianity until the fifth century A. D., 
when the invasion of the Goths and the 


The Times is happy to publish this 
article as the first of its new arche- 
ological reviews. Dr. Kelso succeeds 
the late Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle as 
Archeological Editor. Dr. Kelso is 
Professor of Semitics and Biblical 
Archeology in the Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Theological Seminary, after having 
been for seven years Dr. Kyle’s col- 
league in Xenia Seminary at St. Louis. 
For three seasons, 1926, 1930, and 1932, 
he was a member of the staff in Dr. 
Kyle’s Palestinian excavations, gaining 
thereby invaluable knowledge at first- 
hand. His studies have confirmed for 
him the reliability of the Pentateuchal 
and later records, and he stands res- 
olutely with the conservative school 
of Old Testament criticism. 








orders of the Byzantine Emperors ended it. 

The éxcavations show the great antiquity 
of the shrine. It was certainly a holy place 
before Isaiah ever preached in old Jeru- 
salem, and it was probably equally holy 
as a sanctuary some seven hundred years 
before he was born. It reached its peak 
of influence in the early Roman Empire. 
The excavations, however, have thrown 
very little light upon the actual ritual of 
the mystery religion. This ritual is almost 
unknown to modern scholars, although 
they conjecture much concerning it. 


A New Cuneiform Alphabet 


ROM the excavations at Ras _ esh- 
Shamrah on the Syrian coast near 
Antioch has come a new type of alphabet, 
written in the cuneiform script. This 
cuneiform script was the common writing 
of the Babylonians and the Assyrians, as 
well as being used by the early inhabitants 
of Palestine. Until this new find, however, 
this script was always syllabic in character ; 
but we now see that some great inventive 
genius has reduced this script to alphabet 
form. The new script has yielded a wealth 
of Canaanite literature, even giving us a 
great Canaanite epic, a find which was be- 
yond the fondest hopes of Bible students. 
Sufficient sections of this epic have now 
been translated and studied to prove that 
the narratives of the patriarchs in the Book 
of Genesis are not influenced by this Ca- 
naanite religious literature. The religion 
of Abraham was not of Canaanite type at 
all, but in contrast with it. On the other 
hand, when the period of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets has come round and they 
are fighting the Canaanite Baalism into 
which the nation was falling, the influence 
of this Canaanite religious literature is seen 
by the allusions of the prophetic writers 
to it. This epic deals with Aleyan Baal, 
later to be known as the Phoenician god 
Adonis, and Mot, the god of death. For 
interesting pictures of the Ras esh-Sham- 
rah excavations the reader is referred to 
the National Geographic Magazine, July, 
1933. 


Another value of this new-found alpha- 
bet in Bible studies is seen in the fact that 
Dr. Grant, in his excavations this winter, 
has found a cuneiform tablet of this new 
type at Beth Shemesh, where he is con- 
tinuing the excavation of this Old Testa- 
ment site where so much Biblical material 
has already been found in former ecava- 
tions. Such tablets will sooner or later 
give a wealth of historical data, as did 
the Tell el-Amarna tablets. 


Tracing a Great Trade Route 


D* NELSON GLUECK, a personal 
friend of the late Dr. M. G. Kyle, is 
returning to Palestine to continue his sur- 
vey of Moab, which he inaugurated a 
little over a year ago while Acting Director 
of the School of Oriental Research in Jeru- 
salem. The country of Moab, so important 
in Israel’s history, has hitherto been little 
worked by the archeologist, but now is 
coming into its true importance. Dr. 
Glueck has traced the great trade route 
referred to in Genesis 14 through this dis- 
trict, thus continuing the work of Dr. 
W. F. Albright, who had already traced it 
through northern Transjordan. He checked 
the identification of certain sites on the 
Exodus journey through this land, and 
noted the peculiar situation in Moab at 
that day, which evidence seems to date the 
Exodus to the Merenptah period. For, 
from the eighteenth to the thirteenth- 
twelfth centuries B. C., there seems to 
have been a comparatively blank space in 
the history of settled communities in Moab 
in comparison with the heavy city life 
there both before and after those periods, 
—that is, in Abraham’s time and after 
Joshua’s conquest, 

The Nabatzans, who invaded this land 
in the post-exilic period and dominated it 
on through the inter-Testament period and 
even into New Testament times (compare 
2 Cor, 11:32), have left numerous ruins 
testifying to the greatness of these peoples, 
To quote Dr. Glueck: “It becomes in- 
creasingly clear that the Nabatean king- 
dom was highly organized and exceedingly 
wealthy, with many large cities dependent 
on trade and agriculture and probably 
industry. They were joined together by 
important trade routes, which were well 
protected with an intricate system of forti- 
fications and watchtowers.” 


King Saul’s Citadel 


R. W. F. ALBRIGHT has resumed the 

excavations at Gibeah, the city of 
King Saul. He previously excavated on this 
site, about twelve years ago. He has found 
the destruction of the city referred to in 
the last chapter of Judges. This city was’ 
replaced by another built upon the same 
site, which later became the residence of 


(Concluded on page 210) 
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Why do all human plans for permanent peace fail ? 


The Unconsidered Factor in World Peace 











By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. 











ITH nations ding more on 
W. ermnamens and armies and war 

preparation than ever before, and 
with the desperate efforts of the world for 
peace apparently coming to naught, it 
might be well to inquire if there is a vital 
element in the world situation that has 
been overlooked, an unconsidered factor 
in the problem of World peace! 

From every quarter we hear prophecies of 
danger and of the certain coming of doom. 
Before the Disarmament Conference meeting 
in Geneva in February, 1932, had got fairly 
organized and under way, editors and cor- 
respondents were almost unanimous in the 
conviction that it would fail. The ideals 
of the late President Wilson seemed to be 
powerless before the strange and, to many, 
unexpected recrudescence of brute force 
which now all but dominates. Statesmen 
and journalists and the public generally 
are now convinced that if some Conference 
for Disarmament fails to lift the burden 
of armament and war from the shoulders 
of the nations, then doom and degeneration 
await us all. 


Well-Grounded Pessimism 


These sentiments were boldly expressed 
some time ago by Ramsay MacDonald and 
H. G. Wells of England. They made clear 
predictions of world catastrophe. Com- 
menting on the present trend among the 
nations, and noting how modern science 
and invention are increasing the power of 
man over the forces of nature, Prime Min- 
ister MacDonald said in an epoch-making 
speech in London on July 11, 1931: “The 
great Armageddon must come at last, and 
the end will not disappear in defeat but in 
the silence of exhaustion. Mankind will 
be —I am going to say it— almost wiped 
out. Mankind is to be exhausted, and all 
his works of civilization are to be obliter- 
ated.” 

H. G. Wells is not less pessimistic. He 
writes: “The new air war is being pre- 
pared. The new gas war is being pre- 
pared. But education has not started yet. 
There is no race; it looks like a walk-over 
for catastrophe. To me —to put it plainly 
—it is as if I were watching a dark cur- 
tain fall steadily, fold after fold, across 
the bright spectacle of hope with which 
the century dawned. i do not see any 
adequate effort to prevent its fall.” 

There are others who believe that a 
clamor for peace heard around the world 
will at last put to rout those who are 
advancing with tanks and bombing planes 
and deadly disease germs and a lust for 
power and “a place in the sun.” There- 
fore they petition our government to dis- 
arm as a “friendly gesture,” as a “noble 
example” to the warlike nations of the 
earth. ‘But it must not be forgotten that 
side by side with this sincere but mistaken 
pacifism there is also a false and insincere 
pacifism, a sinister agitation for peace and 
disarmament which has as its object the 
weakening of the defense of America and 


Early this month the Toronto Globe 
said editorially: “ A little retrospection 
reveals clearly that it has been a year 
of disillusionment for many kinds of 
cranks and visionaries. In Soviet Rus- 
sia the steel grip of despotism tightens; 
Germany has passed to Hitlerite dic- 
tatorship; Italy remains under one-man 
control; Japan mocks the League of Na- 
tions; discord has been rife in France; 
civil strife has flared in Austria; and 
disarmament negotiations have been 
all but paralyzed.” 

Why, in this present age of advanced 
culture and “enlightenment,” should 
these sinister conditions prevail? 

Dr. Britan answers, in this second 
article in his remarkable series begun 
last week. He shows, from the in- 
fallible and unanswerable finality of 
God’s Word, the Unconsidered Factor 
that men, educators, nations, and rulers 
are overlooking. 








the strengthening of the arm of Commu- 
nism, 

Again, we are accosted by those who 
are convinced that it is the duty of the 
Church of Christ to establish peace among 
the nations. They argue that the govern- 
ments are not developing peace and the 


brotherhood of man, and that “the daring - 


program of Christianity must be to pro- 
duce peace in the heart, the home, the 
nation, and the world.” This group of 
people does not hesitate to declare that this 
is exactly what the Church of Christ can 
and should do. 

In these arguments and attitudes there 
is often a fine idealism, a noble purpose 
latent and obvious, and a sincere desire to 
better the conditions under which men live 





The articles in this series will 
continue in frequent issues during 
the coming three months, and will 
include the following topics: 


Rebuilding the Tower of Babel 
Is Nationalism Right or Wrong? 
Is Internationalism the Panacea? 

What Is the Cause of War? 
Approaching Armageddon 
After Armageddon — What? 


Will you not tell your. friends 
who are not now getting THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times about this 
extraordinary series, and remind 
them that they can secure the 
greater part of the series by 
taking advantage of the Get 
Acquainted introductory subscrip- 
tion rate of 25 cents for Ten 
Weeks, if such subscriptions are 
sent promptly to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 











and to establish peace on the earth; but in 
every remedy suggested, in every plan pro- 
posed, there is a fatal lack, a vitiating prin- 
ciple, an unconsidered factor, sure to doom 
each program to failure and defeat. 

Concerning the origin of evil and war 
in this world, Scripture has but one ex- 
planation, namely, that woe and war came 
into the experience of men through the 
deceit of a subtle, almost infinite and en- 
tirely malignant personality, all but perfect 
in his original endowments, who was cast 
down from his first estate because he sought 
the worship which belongs to God alone. 
In his fall he drew other creatures like 
himself endowed with intellect, emotion, 
and will. These he has organized into 
“principalities and powers,” and these have 
become “the rulers of the darkness of this 
world.” This rebellious and malignant per- 
son has no rights, of course, in God’s world, 
but for reasons not fully revealed to us 
God does not as yet eject the “squatter” 
and his cohorts from the earth that right- 
fully belongs to Christ the Creator. 


The War-Breeder 


In simple, clear, and lucid language the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation asserts 
this truth. “And the Lord God said unto the 
serpent ...I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed.” Conflict and war were promised 
in the second chapter of the Bible. Concern- 
ing the ever raging conflict between good 
and evil the Lord Jesus said: “The field 
is the world; the good seed are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom; but the tares are 
the children of the wicked one; the enemy 
that sowed them is the devil” (Matt. 13: 
38, 39). And in the last book of the Bible 
the prophet, looking down through the 
centuries, saw the origin and source of the 
wars and revolutions of earth and described 
the secret forces making for war as fol- 
lows: “And I saw three unclean spirits 
like frogs come out of the mouth of the 
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, 
and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
For they are the spirits of devils, working 
miracles, which go -forth unto the kings 
of the earth and the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty” (Rev. 16:13, 14). 

Here are statements, conclusive in their 
plainness, that there are hidden, subtle, and 
superhuman personalities operating on the 
minds and hearts and judgments of men 
and stirring the nations up and on to war. 
Behind the wars and tumults of the earth 
is this malign person plotting the evil for 


“ which we blame men, and which evil at 


present is threatening the overthrow of all 
that is finest and best in the life of the 
race. How else can we explain the folly, 
the unreason, the suicidal actions of nations 
and their leaders today as they persist in 
their determination to make force — the 
“reeking tube and iron shard,” the deadly 
gas bomb dropped from innumerable air- 
planes, the release of decimating disease 
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Lesson for April 15 


germs on innocent populations — the arbiter 
of disputes instead of righteousness and 
justice and brotherly love? 

Did it not seem, during the last war, 
that whole nations were suddenly picked 
up and hurled against their own will, by 
an almost infinite and most malignant force, 
to their doom? And can the strange per- 
versity and opposition to disarmament 
among the nations today be explained on 
the grounds of human judgment and rea- 
son alone? And should not those charged 
with responsibility in the present world- 
crisis recognize the presence and the power 
of these subtle, supernatural forces, and 
wield unending war against them if there 
is to be any relief from their devastating 
influences over the human race? Indeed, 
we may go so far as to say that no pro- 
gram of national procedure, no philosophy 
of national life, is worth a moment’s con- 
sideration which does not take into account 
not only the sinful tendencies of men but 
the actual presence and tremendous power 
of satanic influences which are superhuman 
and which must be fought with superhuman 
forces. 

The reason why so many men in the 
years just preceding the World War were 
prophesying peace, and declaring that there 
could never be an armed world conflict, 
was that they failed to consider the plain 
and positive teachings of Scripture con- 
cerning Satan and his plans in the world. 
And the reason why the nations today are 
having such a difficult time to make any 
progress toward permanent peace among 
themselves is that “the spirits of devils... 
go forth ... to gather to the battle.” 

We shall consider later the ultimate pur- 
pose of this cruel person who is called a 
“murderer from the beginning” and who is 
active among men to deceive them. It 
suffices now to say that, during all the 
negotiations among the nations for peace, 
not once has the presence of superhuman, 
evil agencies at work among the nations 
been admitted; and not once, so far as I 
have heard or seen, has the help and guid- 
ance and wisdom of Almighty God been 
implored upon the deliberations of Leagues 
or Courts or Conferences. With evil 
spirits at work, and with God ignored by 
the so-called Christian and civilized yations, 
which should know by now the character 
of the conflict in which they are engaged 
and which should be calling on Almighty 
God for guidance and help, the outlook for 
the present is not bright. 


(To be continued) 
ye 
An Object Lesson 


for Decision Day 
By T. D. Gehret 


WE CANNOT place too much em- 
phasis upon correct teaching and 
instruction in the Sunday school. But 
there are other questions of importance 
that need careful consideration. What is 
the primary object of all Sunday school 
work? Is it merely to give instruction 
in religion? Should we not go farther 
in our efforts to win our scholars to Christ? 
It is said that ninety per cent of the active 
Christians were won to Christ in child- 
hood, 


Believing that something definite should 
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be done to impress the thought of sal- 
vation upon our boys and girls, we have 
devoted one night during our evangelistic 
meetings to the children. Generally it 
has been the last night of the special meet- 
ings. Announcement of it is made far 
ahead and all the boys and girls are urged 
to attend. The parents and adults are also 
invited, In this meeting the children fill 
the front seats in the church, We try to 
make them feel that the service is just 
for them. As many of the teachers and 
officers as are present lend their aid in 
keeping order and doing personal work. 
We never fail to get a large attendance at 
this yearly event. 

I generally plan something that will be 
sure to interest and hold the attention of 
the children, This year it was an object 
lesson, which illustrated the difference be- 
tween the world and the Church. While 
the children were singing their songs and 
choruses, two boys prepared the platform. 
Then one boy carried a suitcase which 
was to represent the world, while the other 
boy carried a model church. The boys 
opened the suitcase and brought out vari- 
ous toys. These were to represent the 
pleasures of life, which, though real, yet 
did not satisfy or last. Then some rags 
were brought out, which were used to rep- 
resent self-righteousness, Finally one boy 
read’ 1 John 2: 15-17, 

The next step was. to show what the 
Church had to offer. Many folks do not 
know what the Church has, nor can they 
know until they come inside. The model 
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of the church was square, and had hollow 
walls with small doors opening on the in- 
side. In these walls I had placed an as- 
sortment of things with which to spread 
a table. One thing after another was 
brought out, and comment made upon it 
as it was placed on the table. There were 
a tablecloth, dishes, then bread, to represent 
the words of the Lord Jesus, “I am the 
bread of life.’ There were milk, water, 
fruit of various kinds, fish, flowers; the 
rose, which represents the beauty of Christ; 
the lily of the valley, which speaks of the 
fragrance of Christ. All through the giv- 
ing of this object lesson the children lis- 
tened with rapt attention. At the close 
of the talk every head was bowed in 
prayer, and an appeal was made to accept 
Christ as Saviour. Over fifty boys and 
girls knelt about the altar. Our teachers 
and officers spoke to each one, and in sim- 
ple language and story told about the Lord 
Jesus who died to save us. Each boy and 
girl was dealt with personally. At the 
close each child present was given a copy 
of the emphasized Gospel of John, 

This service was the best attended of the 
special meetings. Young and old alike 
seemed to enjoy and appreciate it. We do 
not count every one of those boys and 
girls as converts, nor do we urge church 
membership upon them. We simply seek 
to lay the foundation, teaching them the 
way of salvation. We are confident that . 
the impression made upon them will be last- 
ing. 

Easton, Pa. 








Pray for 








An earnest call from a pastor who has been uniting in prayer 
every week with ministers of several denominations 


Revival ! 
By S. Paul Weaver 











TS HE greatest need of America today 
| is not re-employment, increased in- 
comes, reduced taxes, inflation, or a 
return of prosperity. America’s greatest 
need is a God-sent revival of religion. 

Conditions are such that many believe 
there is no hope for America and the 
nations of the world except in a great 
turning to God. Business men and states- 
men, as well as religious leaders, have 
recently declared that what America needs 
is a great spiritual revival. 

Thousands of believers all over our land 
have been praying for revival for years, 
but there has not been a united program 
of prayer. The enemy is united on all 
fronts, but not so the forces of right- 
eousness. The time has come for united 
prayer. 

Every financial depression our country 
has ever known was preceded by a moral 
and spiritual let--down. And never has the 
nation known recovery from financial dis- 
tress until the people once more turned back 
to God. It was so in the days when Jona- 
than Edwards sent out his famous call 
to prayer. It was so in the days following 
the Revolutionary War when the deism 
of England, the skepticism of France, and 
the illuminism of Germany swept our land 
like a flood and almost destroyed religion. 

In 1857 to 1860 this nation went through 
a-terrible financial panic. True to form, it 





was preceded by a moral and spiritual de- - 
clension, When the people came up against 
a solid wall, and knew not what to do, 
they turned to God and cried for help. 
Prayer meetings at the noon hour sprang 
up all over the nation. Theaters, fire- 
houses, factories, shops, warehouses, hotel 
parlors, and churches were opened for 
noon-day meetings where prayer was of- 
fered for a revival of religion. In the 
room of the Court of Appeals in the State 
Capitol at Albany legislators met for 
prayer each morning at eight-thirty. Dr. 
Conant tells us that “fishermen knelt among 
their nets and sailors among their ham- 
mocks, quarry men knelt among the rocks, 
and weavers among their looms, school 
teachers krelt among their classes, and 
waiters among their tables at the close 
of the day’s work, and called on God for 
his saving grace, until salvation spread 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from 
the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico.” 
So mightily grew the Word of God, and 
so rapidly spread the revival fire when his 
children began to pray. 

God is summoning all true believers to 
prayer today, tu prayer for revival. And, 
thank God, revival is possible even in our 
day! Many of us may see the day when | 
tens of thousands of souls will be swept 
into the Kingdom of. Jesus. Christ: as in 
the days of the great revivals in Scotland, 
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Wales, England, Northern Ireland, Ger- 
many, and: our own beloved land. But 
those revivals were all born out of intense, 
earnest, prevailing, and persistent prayer 
upon the part of true believers. 

God’s Word makes our course clear be- 
fore us: “If my people, which are called 
by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and heal 
their land” (2 Chron. 7:14). 

When God’s children pray, God works! 
Revival will come to the church and the 
nation and world when we pray, and not 
until then. God has declared that what 
we want we must ask for. It is not enough 
to want revival. We must want it badly 
enough to pray for it, to pray even if it 
means sacrificing a host of other things. 
Prayer is costly. But in this matter cheap 
praying will not avail. 

Why shouldn’t every church set aside 
a special time each week for prayer for 
revival, and that only? Not only for an 
hour, but for just as long as the Spirit 
leads. Let ministers get together to pray 
for revival in their churches and in their 
city and throughout the world. 

Business men might open their offices, 
or rooms in the larger stores, or shops and 
factories, where Christian believers might 
meet at the noon hour to pray for re- 
vival, 

Christian homes might be opened, where 
on stated nights true followers of Christ 
might meet for such prayer. Why shouldn’t 
there be thousands of places opened in 
our land, where people, week by week, 
might come and pray down a gracious 
revival from the Father above? 

Why shouldn’t you begin such a prayer 
group at once? Today! Tonight! 

Our God is faithful! Do not despise 
little things. Dr. Cuyler years ago said: 
“Most revivals have humble beginnings, 
and the fire starts in a few warm hearts. 
Never despise the day of small things.” 


Err, Pa, 
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Recent Discoveries in Bible Lands 
(Concluded from page 207) 


Saul, who was king over Israel from about 
1020 to 1000 B. C. Saul’s citadel, although 
not completely excavated, was at least 100 
by 150 feet in size, and of a type of mili- 
tary architecture that continued down late 
into Israelite history. 

Gibeah showed occupation during parts 
of the divided monarchy as well as a large 
post-exilic settlement. “The village seems 
to have been destroyed by Titus, who en- 
camped near it the last night before he 
reached Jerusalem, A. D. 70.” 

Dr. Albright has located the site of 
Tirzah, which was for about fifty years a 
capital of the kingdom of Israel. Its ruins 
are at Tell el-Farah, about seven miles 
northeast of Nablus. This latter city is 
near the ruins of old Shechem, Israel’s 
capital before Tirzah. The city had been 
a Canaanite royal city before Joshua’s time, 
and was one of the conquests. Five Israel- 
ite kings ruled from this capital. No ex- 
cavations have yet been conducted on this 
site. 

The excavations of Lachish are to be 
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taken up again by J. L. Starkey. As at 
Megiddo and Gezer, one of the major finds 


has been the city water supply. In this . 


case it was a well nearly two hundred and 
fifty feet deep, dating back nearly to the 
time of Joseph, It is a magnificent piece 
of engineering. The breach in the city wall 
made by the army of Sennacherib is plainly 
visible, and even the metal crest of a helmet 
worn by one of his soldiers has been found. 
Assyrian bas-reliefs of Sennacherib’s army 
show such helmets to have been worn here, 
Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of the city 
more than a hundred years later is also 
plainly shown. 
we 


Paintings in an Ancient Synagogue 


ROM Dura on the Euphrates River 

comes a most interesting synagogue 
from A, D, 245. Upon its walls are a great 
series of paintings taken from Old Testa- 
ment scenes, and from episodes in the Tal- 
mud. This is our first extended view of 
how the walls of an early Jewish synagogue 
were decorated, although the artistic mosaic 
floors of early Palestinian synagogues had 
prophesied something of this discovery. 


March 31, 1934 


The Family Tree of Memphis Priests 


NE of the most difficult problems of 
Old Testament chronology is the 
period passed over in silence between the 
books of Genesis and Exodus. In Egypt 
this was in part the Hyksos period—a 
time when foreign kings ruled in Egypt. 
When the Egyptians finally secured their 
independence, and drove out these for- 
eigners, they so thoroughly erased the 
Hyksos historical records that it has been 
hitherto almost impossible to work out this 
period of Egyptian history accurately. 
Borchardt’s extraordinary discovery of 
a genealogical table of priests from the 
old city of Memphis has given us the needed 
evidence for the chronology of the period. 
“Between Sesostris III (died about 1845 
B. C.) and Amosis I (about 1575 —) there 
were eleven generations of priests, which 
would yield the entirely reasonable aver- 
age of 24-5 years for each generation, 
several years higher than the average for 
the entire sixty generations.” With this 
evidence at hand the problem of Palestine’s 
history between Joseph and Moses will be 
considerably simplified. 


PITTSBURGH. 








A Horse Trainer 


Two old pals of the race track 
will have a reunion in Heaven 








Follows Tod Sloan 
By W. A. Macaulay 














uary 13 I read a heart-searching nar- 

rative on the conversion of a noted 
jockey, Tod Sloan, as he lay on his death- 
bed in a Los Angeles hospital. At once 
I thought of a neighbor, Thomas H. Cook, 
a noted devotee of the race track who for 
twenty-five years had served, as a horse 
trainer, such men as Baron Rothschild, 
Frank J. Gould, and E. J. (“Lucky”) 
Baldwin. For a long time I had prayed 
for and sought his conversion. He isa 
man standing about six feet six inches in 
height, well built, ruddy faced and tender- 
hearted, the son of the late Judge Thomas 
H. Cock, who was a noted and beloved 
character in South Carolina in reconstruc- 
tion days. 

Slipping the Times into my pocket, and 
breathing a prayer for my interview, I 
went to Mr. Cook’s home. Fortunately the 
day was mild and we could sit alone on 
the porch. 

“Mr. Cook,” I asked, “did you ever hap- 
pen to know Tod Sloan?” 

Promptly, his face aglow with interest, 
he answered: “I suppose none of the race 
track fellows ever knew him better than 
I did.” Then, with a trace of sadness in 
face and voice, he went on: 

“Poor fellow! He has run his last race 
and lost. I had a letter during the holi- 
days from my jockey friend, Tommy Griffin 
of Los Angeles, and he said that he had 
just been around to the hospital to see 
Tod, and didn’t expect to see him get well. 
Later I saw in the papers that he had 
died. And I svppose he died as he lived. 
He was a good-hearted fellow, but played 
loose and free with his life and his money.” 

This was the moment I was waiting for. 
Pulling the Times from my pocket, I said: 
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“No, Mr. Cook, he did not die as he lived. 
I have something here to read you.” 

I read Mr. Stuchbery’s story of “Tod 
Sloan’s Last Race.” It had a profound 
effect upon my neighbor. He said he was 
so glad Tod had made that turn. I re- 
minded my friend of my sincere interest 
in his soul, and, remarking that I was 
going to tell this story of Tod Sloan’s 
conversion in my sermon the following 
Sunday evening, I left him. 

From a little prayer group in my study 
that Sabbath evening I went into my pulpit 
to speak from Romans 10:9, 10: “That 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion.” 

There in front of me, up toward the 
front, sat my race-track neighbor and 
friend. Never with more interest did a 
man of the world listen to the Gospel than 
he that night. At the close of the message 
I gave a simple invitation for all who 
would accept the Saviour then and there. 
Mr. Cook’s towering form was immediately 
before me, and his big warm hand was in 
mine. Three others followed him, including 
a mother and her grown son. 

The following Sabbath morning he was 
baptized and received into the membership 
of the church, In all my ministry I have 
had no more grateful recruit for the Lord 
than this man. He is faithful in attend- 
ance at church services, Bible class, and 
mid-week prayer meeting, and he has at 
once started out to lead his friends to his 
newly found Saviour and Lord.. 


GREENVILLE, S. C. 
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Did John Write Revelation? 
(Concluded. from second page), 


that the Greek both of John’s Gospel and 
of the Revelation is the common Greek of 
the Hellenistic Age, influenced in each case 
by the Semitic background of its author. 
Moreover, it is particularly significant that 
the critics recognize, along with the dif- 
ferences, certain striking similarities and 
parallels in language. Indeed, the similari- 
ties are so striking that a difference has 
developed among the critics as to how 2 
John and 3 John are to be grouped; some, 
like Moffatt, ascribe these Epistles to the 
author of the Revelation, while others, like 
Charles, insist that all three Epistles be- 
long to the author of the Gospel. These 
contradictions among the critics themselves 
are a timely warning of the dangers in- 
volved in trying to construct a decisive 
argument on the basis of linguistic consid- 
erations, 

If indeed the differences in language 
prove that the Gospel and the Revelation 
could not have been written by the same 
author, what do the similarities prove? 
Here the ingenious answer of the critics 
is that all five writings in question must 
have originated in the same circle or 
“school” in Ephesus. But is it not equally 
plausible to contend that the unity of lan- 
guage is due to unity of authorship, and 
that the differences in language can be ac- 
counted for satisfactorily in some other 
way? 
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Many suggestions have been advanced 
to explain these differences, one of which is 
the lapse of a long period of years between 
the writing of these books. The various ex- 
planations need not be discussed here. But 
it is important to observe that comparatively 
little weight can be attached to linguistic 
arguments as proof of difference of author- 
ship when two works differ so radically in 
subject-matter and literary form as John’s 
Gospel and the Revelation. The Gospel is 
a historical narrative; the Revelation is 
a prophecy. 

It is important to remember, also, that 
even the mode of revelation differs in the 
two cases; for in prophecy, in distinction 
from history, the human organ is kept in 
the background while the divine author 
speaks in the first person, and consequently 
the language of prophecy is not so much 
the product of inspired human reflection 
and choice, but is governed and shaped by 
the visions received “in the Spirit.” 

But if the language of these books neces- 
sarily takes on a distinctive character due 
to their differences in form, how much more 
will their differences in content and pur- 
pose affect their diction and style! In the 
Gospel an eyewitness of “the days of His 
flesh” writes to convince the church of 
the truth that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; but in the Revelation the exalted 
Lord appears in visions on Patmos and 
commands his servant to write what he 
has seen in these visions which con- 
cern the things that are and the things 
that shall be, 














How the Early Christians Worshiped 


Glimpses of their terrible trials, their zeal for the Lord, and their love for one another 


By Ernest G. Sihler, Ph.D., Litt.D. 














Dr. Sihler is an acknowledged master in the field of history and the classical languages, 


and is at the same time a humble and d 





ted disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is 


Professor Emeritus of the Latin Lesa and Literature at New York University. 
The Times is glad to present to its readers this authoritative study from his pen, con- 
taining vivid pictures of early Christian services. 


HY were the early Christfans so 
W bitterly hated? Tacitus called their 
religion “deadly superstition,” and 
also says they were hated on account of 
their “shameless practices” and were guilty 
of being “hated by all mankind.” From 
his friend Pliny the younger we learn that 
the “trials of the Christians” were a com- 
mon thing, and we read of the “shameless 
practices connected with the name” that, 
as they stated at Pliny’s trials, “they were 
wont to meet before daylight and to pro- 
nounce a chant to Christ as to a god, and 
to bind one another by an oath, not to some 
crime, but to commit no thefts, robberies, 
adulteries, to keep their word, etc., per- 
haps reciting the Ten Commandments.” 
From Minucius Felix (who was converted) 
we learn that the Christians were charged 
with practices like this: neophytes were 
initiated by drinking the blood of infants 
stabbed to death by themselves, and that 
they practiced promiscuous incest at their 
meetings after putting out the light. 
It was these fearful charges which in- 
duced Justin of Sichem (originally a philos- 
opher, familiar with Plato and Aristotle) 


to compose his two Apologies, in Rome 
itself. And now from the first Apology, 
written in Rome, I will transcribe his ac- 
count of the actual services of the Chris- 
tians of his time. 


Baptism. The candidates must know and 
accept the Christian faith, and promise to 
lead a Christian life, pray for forgiveness 
of their past sins. The act of baptism was 
conceived as a new birth, and was admin- 
istered in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. (Justin here quotes John 3: 
3-5, and Isaiah 1:16, 20). Then the con- 
gregation prays for the new member, now 
seated with them. After this the kiss of 
membership. Then a simple repast, after 
which the neophyte renders thanks to the 
Trinity. Then the entire church utters the 
Amen, which in the Hebrew tongue, Justin 
adds, means: “may it come to pass.” 

After the leader (or pastor) has ren- 
dered thanks, and all the people have spoken 
a blessing, the deacons (as we call them) 
give to each of those present to take along 
of the blessed bread and wine and water to 
convey to those who were not present. And 
this food with us is called Eucharist, which 
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no other one is allowed to partake.of than 
he who believes that was taught by us 
is true, and who has been washed with 
the bath for the remission of sins and for 
a new birth, and who leads such a life 
as Christ has taught. 

For we do not take these things as com- 
mor. bread and common drink, but as Jesus 
Christ our Saviour, having been made flesh 
and blood for our salvation, so also we were 
taught that the food blessed through prayer 
of the word (derived) from him, from 
which (food) by way of change our flesh 
and blood are sustained, that (so) is the 
flesh and blood of Jesus incarnate. For the 
apostles in the records made by them which 
are called Gospels (evangelia) handed 
down that they were thus ordered; that 
Jesus, having taken bread and blessed it, 
said: “Do: this in my remembrance, this is 
my body”; and likewise, having taken the 
cup and having rendered thanks, said: 
“This is my blood”; and that he shared it 
with them only. (Justin then says that the 
Mithras-worshipers imitated this in their 
initiations. ) 

And we afer these things always remind 
one another of what is left (to do). And 
those of us who are well-to-do aid all those 
who are in want, and we always have 
common meetings. And in all our offerings 
we bless the Creator of all through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost. 

And on the so-called “Day of the Sun” 
there occurs a meeting of all who dwell 
in towns or open country, and there are | 
read the records of the apostles, or the 
writing of the Prophets, as far as time 
permits. Then, when the reader has ceased, 
the pastor makes the admonition and appeal 
for imitation of those noble texts. (Clearly 
a sermon.) Then we all jointly arise and 
send up a prayer (probably the Lord’s 
Prayer). And, as we said before, when we 
have finished the prayer, bread is offered 
and wine and water, and the pastor sends 
up prayer and thanks, and the people utter 
a blessing, with the Amen, and the distri- 
bution and sharing from what has been 
blessed is given to each one, and is sent 
through the deacons to those who were not 
present. 

The well-to-do, and those who are will- 
ing, each gives in accordance with his own 
purpose what he wants to give, and the 
collection is deposited with the pastor, and 
he aids the orphans and widows, and those 
who are left on account of sickness or for 
another cause, and to those in prison and 
to sojourning strangers, and (he, the pas- 
tor) simply becomes a caretaker for those 
who are in want. 

And we hold our meetings, all of us, on 
the first day God changed darkness and 
(primeval) matter, and created the uni- 
verse, and Jesus Christ our Saviour on the 
same day arose from the dead; for they 
crucified him on the day before the day 
of Saturn, and on the day after the day 
of Saturn, which is the day of the Sun, 
having appeared to his apostles and pupils, 
he taught them those things which we have 
(now) presented to you for your examina- 
tion. 


Thus ends the text I have presented. 
Ultimately Justin was condemned by Rus- 
ticus Prefectus Urbis, at Rome, flogged 
with rods, and beheaded. 


Mount VErnNon, N. Y. 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 15. JESUS TEACHES FORGIVENESS 
International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 18: 15-35, printed text: verses 21-35 
Golden Text.—Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.— Matt. 6:12 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 18 : 21-35 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: 
but, Until seventy times seven. 

23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain 
king, which would take account of his servants. 

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, 
which owed him ten thousand talents. 

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him 
to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. 

26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, 
Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, 
and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 

28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellow- 
servants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on 
him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 

29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought 
him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he 
should pay the debt. 

31 So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were 
very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 

32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O 
thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou 
desiredst me: 

33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow- 
servant, even as I had pity on thee? 

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, 
till he should pay all that was due unto him. 

35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 18:21 Then came Peter and said to him, Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? until seven 
times? 22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven 
times; but, Until *seventy times seven. 23 Therefore is the king- 
dom of heaven likened unto a certain king, who would make a reckon- 
ing with his *servants. 24 And when he had begun to reckon, one 
was brought unto him, that owed him ten thousand * talents. 25 But 
forasmuch as he had not wherewith to pay, his lord commanded him 
to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and pay- 
ment to be made. 26 The ‘servant therefore fell down and 5 wor- 
shipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all. 27 And the lord of that ‘servant, being moved with com- 
passion, released him, and forgave him the “debt. 28 But that 
* servant went out, and found one of his fellow-servants, who owed 
him a hundred 7 shillings: and he laid hold on_him, and took him 
by the throat, saying, Pay what thou owest. 29 So his fellow-servant 
fell down and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee. 30 And he would not: but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay that which was due. 31 So when his 
fellow-servants saw what was done, they were exceeding sorry, and 
came and told unto their lord all that was done. 32 Then his lord 
called him unto him, and saith to him, Thou wicked * servant, I for- 
gave thee all that debt, because thou besoughtest me: 33 shouldest 
not thou also have had mercy on thy fellow-servant, even as I had 
mercy on thee? 34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to 
the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due. 35 So shall also 
my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye forgive not every one his 
brother from your hearts. : 


2Or, seventy times and seven. *Gr., bondservants. * This 
talent was probably worth about £200, or $1,000. ‘*Gr., bond- 
servant, ©The Greek word denotes an act of reverence whether 
paid to a creature (see chap. 4:9; 18:26), or to the Creator 
(see chap. 4:10). ®Gr., loan. ‘The word in the Greek de- 
notes a coin worth about eight pence half-penny, or nearly seven- 
teen cents. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

N OLD friend of Dr. Robert Dick 

Wilson’s came for a little visit with 

him to a railroad station in Atlanta 
at the close of a Bible Conference. He 
and others of us were standing with the 
famous scholar talking of the things of 
the Lord. This friend told of how for 
years he put off taking Christ as his Sav- 
iour because of his bitter feeling toward a 
former business partner who had in a 
peculiarly dishonorable way cheated him 
out of thirty thousand dollars, all that he 
had. One day he came forward in a meet- 
ing and told the pastor that he could not 
give up his bitterness toward this man; 
the pastor wisely told him to commit that 
to the Lord and take Christ as his Saviour. 
He did so, and some weeks later he came 
into a barber shop and saw this old enemy: 
“There came over me such a strange feel- 
ing of pity and compassion for this man, 
with no resentment. I went over and laid 
my hand on his shoulder. He turned as 
pale as death, but I went on talking with 
him in a friendly way. I never had an 
experience like that.” Dr. Robert Dick 
Wilson, following the story with eager 
interest, at once asked this penetrating 
questiog: “Well, was it worth thirty thou- 
gand dears?” It will be worth far more 
_, than thjgty thousand dollars to us to learn 
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the secret of our Lord’s message on for- 
giveness, one of the most vital of the teach- 
ings he gave the disciples as he faced the 
cross, 


The Historical Setting 
The discourse on forgiveness immedi- 
ately followed the message on little chil- 


dren, at Capernaum, in the late summer 
of A, D. 29. 


Verse by Verse 

Matthew 18:21—How oft a: ae 
seven times? Some of the rabbis taught 
that forgiveness should be granted three 
times, but not after that. Peter’s proposal 
thus reacked a high level of Christian gen- 
erosity, according to his own standards, but 
he missed the point of what Christian for- 
giveness means. 


Verse 22.—Until seventy times seven. As 
seven is a symbol of earthly completeness 
or perfection, so “seventy times seven” 
means an unlimited number, or rather, sug- 
gests that the matter of forgiveness is not 
a question of numbers. 


Verses 23 to 35.—PARABLE OF THE UN- 
FORGIVING SERVANT. An Oriental king is 
pictured as calling his “servants,” that is, 
his officers and courtiers, to account for 
what they had borrowed, or funds they 
had used. One, evidently a high official, 
owed ten thousand talents, more than ten 
million dellars in terms of our money. 
Figured according to purchasing value it 
would amount to more than one hundred 
millions of our money today. But out of 


the mercy and compassion of the king he 
is entirely forgiven the debt. He goes out 
from the king’s presence and finds a fellow 
servant who owes him a hundred pence, 
that is, seventeen dollars. He rejects the 
same plea for mercy that he himself made 
to the king and puts his fellow servant in 
prison, though his debtor would probably 
be able to pay that small debt. When the 
matter is reported, his lord in anger re- 
verses his act of mercy, and lays upon him 
again the burden of the debt, not only put- 
ting him in prison, but ordering him to 
be tormented or tortured, as was the cruel 
practice toward debtors in those days. This 
is the earthly story, and its central point 
is very evident. 

Our Lord’s comment is the terrific state- 
ment that the judgment on the unmerciful 
servant is an example of what the heavenly 
Father will do to those who from the heart 
do not forgive a brother (Matt. 7:2). The 
central message is that as God has for- 
given us our unpayable debt of sin, we must 
from our heart forgive any brother who 
has sinned against us. These wrongs are 
as nothing compared with what I have 
been forgiven. They are as ten dollars to 
ten million dollars. The message is par- 
ticularly to Christians, concerning their 
heart attitude toward those who wrong 
them, especially Christians who wrong 
them. A frue Christian will take the warn- 
ing of the parable and will forgive, thus 
evidencing the fact that the Spirit of God 
dwells within him. If a man should act 
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_ Lesson for April 15 


as the wicked servant in the parable it 
would be evidence of the fact that he was 
not a true child of God. Study other sec- 
tions for further exposition. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Greatest of all stumblingblocks in the 
Church of Christ is lack of forgiveness and 
love among Christians. Mark how our 
Lord followed his stern message on stum- 
blingblocks with his message on forgive- 
ness (cf. Matt. 18:6-14 with 18: 15-18; 
Luke 17:1, 2 with 17:3, 4). Greatest of 
all glories in the Christian Church is that 
Spirit-filled fellowship in Christ which re- 
sults in God’s mighty working (Matt. 18: 
19, 20). As our Lord faces the cross, he 
reveals to the inner circle of disciples the 
principles of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
these are seen to be the principles of the 
cross, As he reversed their view of little 
children, so he reverses their view of for- 
giveness. This truth lies at the heart of 
the Gospel, and no truth is more empha- 
sized by our Lord (Matt. 5:7, 43-48; 6: 
12, 143 7:2; Mark 11:25; Luke 6: 35-38; 
17: 1-4). Like our Father in Heaven, we 
are to be perfect in our attitude of love 
toward all men, and this love will be ex- 
pressed in forgiveness to those who repent 
of their sins, In this, we are not only like 
God, but we cannot do it apart from God’s 
own life within us. The love of God must 
be shed abroad in our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit. A forgiving heart is a heart 
that has been forgiven, and a heart in 
which Christ himself dwells. 


Lesson Outlines 
THE ParABLE TEACHING 


1. Our great mountain of sin, likened 
to a debt of a hundred million dollars, 
forgiven by God. 

2. Men’s wrongs against us, likened 
to a debt of a hundred dollars, to be for- 
given by us. 

3. Fearful punishment for unmerciful 
unforgiveness, 


CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD 

1. Disagreements among Christians, 
and how to handle them (Matt. 18: 15- 
18). 

2. Agreements of Christians,*and the 
marvelous results (18:19, 20). 

3. Forgiveness among Christians an 
absolute essential (18: 21-35). 


A Heart Ricut witH Gop 

1. Coming to Christ with our great 
mountain of sin. 

2. Gratitude to Christ for full and free 
forgiveness, 

3. Loving forgiveness of others. 


4. Humility and loving service in re- 
lation to others. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Lord’s Prayer, and Forgiving Sin. 
Study the leading editorial which deals 
with these important questions. 

Parables of the Christian’s Heart. Five 
parables reveal in a striking way the five 
characteristics of the heart that is right 
toward God: 1. The Pharisee and the 
Publican (Luke 18:9-14), revealing the 
humble and contrite heart, casting himself 
on the mercy of God. 2. The Two Debtors 
(Luke 7: 36-50), revealing the heart filled 
with grateful, devoted love for Christ, be- 
cause of his compassionate love. 3. The 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. April 15.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness 
Matt. 18 : 15-35 

4. April 22.—Our All for the Kingdom. 
Matt. 19 : 1-30 

5. — Facute Standard of Great- 
WORD cccdoccsiocdvecsesescesces Matt. 20: 1-34 

6. “ "¢njuenn Acclaimed as King. 
Matt. 21 : 1-46 

7. May 13.—Christianity and‘ Patriotism 

(Temperance and Good Citizenship). 
Matt. 22:1 to 23:39 

8. May 20.—The Future of the Kingdom. 
Matt. 24:1 to 25 : 30 
9. May 27.—The Last Judgment. Matt 25 : 31-46 

10. June 3.—Jesus in the Shadow of the 
CHGGE: ccscvccsesceseccetccesses Matt. 26:1-75 
11. June 10.—Jesus on the Cross ..Matt. 27 : 1-66 

12, June 17.—The Risen Lord and the 
Great Commission ........+. Matt. 28 : 1-20 

13- June 24.—Review. 








Unforgiving Servant (Matt. 18: 23-35), 
teaching by contrast that the forgiven heart 
goes out in forgiving grace toward our 
debtors. 4. The Lowest Seats at the Feast 
(Luke 14: 7-11), revealing the lowly heart 
that counts each other better than himself 
(Phil. 2:5; Rom. 12:10). 5. The Good 
Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37), revealing the 
Christian’s heart as the heart of a neigh- 
bor, ever ready to serve unselfishly those 
in need. 


Forgiveness and Atonement. We must 
distinguish between God’s forgiveness of 
sinners and man’s forgiveness of wrongs 
done him. Many argue that if an earthly 
father can forgive his children without an 
atonement, so also can God. But this fails 
to take account of the difference between 
God and man. In the deepest sense, sin is 
against God only. A human father is not 
the judge, but God is the Judge, and must 
deal with sin. Christ paid the eternal 
penalty of sin, satisfying the necessary 
divine justice of a holy God. Apart from 
such atonement, God could not forgive a 
single sin. Thus the only ground of for- 
giveness is the atonement of Christ. The 
condition of forgiveness is repentance and 
faith. Christ’s atonement is unique, and 
not by the tiniest iota does a human being 
share in making atonement for sin. But 
Christians do fellowship in the sufferings 
of Christ, and they do partake of the Spirit 
of Christ in forgiving one another as hu- 
man beings, not as the mighty God who 
remits sin. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Receive God’s forgiveness! Our _ sins 
against God are as the debt of a hundred 
million dollars to a man who has nothing 
wherewith to pay. Christ has paid our 
entire debt of sin, and for his sake we may 
through faith receive forgiveness. Are we 
reveling in that glorious gift? 

Forgive from the heart every wrong, and 
love one another. Christ’s command is that 
we should love one another as he loved 
us. This involves the truth that we should 
forgive one another as he has forgiven us. 

Make up disputes, and be reconciled: to 
all Christian brothers. A Christian has no 
choice in this matter (Matt. 5:23, 24; 18: 
15). See Lesson Questions. 

Learn how to give reproof, and how to 
accept reproof. A rabbi is reported as say- 
ing: “I wonder whether there is anyone in 
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these days that accepts reproof”; another 
rabbi replied: “I wonder whether anyone 
nowadays knows how to give admonition.” 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


“I never forgive,” said a sea captain to 
John Wesley. “Then I hope you never 
sin,” was the answer that brought the cap- 


tain to his senses, 


Do the wrongs that others do us, com- 
pared with our sins against God, appear as 
ten dollars compared with ten millions? Or 
is it the other way? 


We minimize our sins against God, and 
we magnify the sins of others against us. 


An unforgiving intercessor is an unan- 
swered intercessor (Mark 11: 22426). 


Where would we be if our Lord limited 
his forgiveness to seventy times seven? 


A heart holding resentment against others 
is incapable of asking or receiving forgive- 
ness from God. 


Where two Christians agree in the Lord, 
God works mightily. Where two Chris- 
tians sinfully disagree, Satan works might- 
ily. 

Forgiveness is costly, but not so costly 
as unforgiveness, 


Christ alone could pay the cost of for- 
giving sin; this price was nothing less than 
the life blood of God himself become man. 


It was not the king’s choice to send that 
servant to the tormentors, but the servant’s 
own choice when he refused to show mercy. 


Cotumsra, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the bn na to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT word, thoroughly identified these 

nineteen centuries with the Christian 

faith, is found in Matthew’s Gospel only, 
of the four, and there but three times? 

2. What great promise of our Lord’s — 
among the most precious he ever made to 
his disciples—is found in Matthew’s eight- 
eenth chapter ? 

_ 3. Where is the word “church” next found 
in Scripture, after this use in Matthew’s eight- 
eenth chapter ? 

What effect did our Lord’s teaching 
ahowk forgiveness have on the apostles? (Com- 
pare the account in Luke 17.) 

5. After all, what is at the bottom of an 
unforgiving disposition ? 

6. Should we forgive others only if they 
repent of their wrong, or should we forgive 
them whether they repent or not? 

7. Does Christ teach in Matthew 18: 19 
that if two Christians agree to pray for a 
certain thing it is certain to be granted? 

8. In the case of a wrong done by one 
Christian to another, who should first go to 
make reconciliation, the one who did the 
wrong, or the one who suffered the wrong? 

9. The king in the parable took back his 
forgiveness of the debt of ten thousand tal- 
ents. Does this mean that God will take 
back his forgiveness if we do not forgive 
others ? 

10. How should we treat a sinning and un- 
repentant church member? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 217 of this issue. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaL: A bowl of bread dough 
in which you have put a yeast cake 
twenty-four hours before. A yeast 
cake. 











] HEARD a woman say to another, “I’ll 
never forgive you as long as I live.” 
And the next thing that happened was a 
church divided and quarreling because of 
these two women. I saw a little boy hit 
his playmate, and the injured boy went 
home angry, and in a day or two he gave 
the other boy a shove, and he fell on a 
stick, running it into his throat and nar- 
rowly escaping death, I knew two men 
who had been friends for years. One day 
one of them said something that offended 
the other, and they began to fight each other 
in business until they were both almost 
ruined financially, and physically, and spir- 
itually, 

Yesterday when I fixed this dough, it 
was nice and smooth and sweet, and I just 
put this yeast cake, or one just like it, into 
the bowl with it, and this yeast cake has 
acted just as one of those “I will not for- 
give” thoughts does in a heart. It has fer- 
mented the whole mass, and made it sour 
and bitter and corrupt. And just one little 
yeast cake has done all this. 

Unforgiveness ferments and causes 
hatred, and hatred, when it is ripened, 
causes strife and bitterness and murder. 

Oh, don’t let one little wicked unforgive- 
. ness into your heart. Remember, Jesus 
said to forgive seventy times 7 times. I 
know there are going to be hard things 
to forgive, and sometimes you'll think you 
just cannot do it, but because God has, 
for Christ’s sake, forgiven you, you will 
forgive — always — everything, 


Mopesto, Cat. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration nee, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson = indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large pln of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Could We Have Done This?—Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? (v. 21.) The late 
Dr, Arthur T. Pierson told the following 
story of General Robert E. Lee. Hearing 
General Lee speak in the highest terms 
to President Davis about a certain officer, 
another officer, greatly astonished, said to 
him: “General, do you not know that the 
man of whom you spoke so highly to the 
President is one of your bitterest enemies, 
and misses no opportunity to malign you?” 
“Yes,” replied General Lee, “but the Presi- 
dent asked my opinion of him, he did not 
ask for his opinion of me.”—From “5000 
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Best Modern Illustrations,” by G. B. F. 
Hallock, D.D. Sent by Jennie Ebersole, 
De Soto City, Fla. 


After 490, What ?—Jesus saith unto him, 
I say not unto thee, Until seven times: 
but, Until seventy times seven (v. 22). 
The story has been told of two little chil- 
dren, Dick and Dorothy, with a big brother 
who teased them unmercifully. One Sun- 
day they heard the story of Peter’s ques- 
tion: “Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? till 
seven times?” Then they heard the Lord’s 
reply, “I say not unto thee, Until seven 
times: but, Until seventy times seven.” 
Dick had been working out the sum, and 
he exclaimed: “Look, it’s four hundred 
and ninciy times!” The children were 
silent for a moment, then Dorothy said: 
“We'll keep a book, and put in it every 
time we forgive him.” “Yes,” Dick ex- 
claimed eagerly, “and then when it’s 490, 
let him took out!”—From an editorial in 
Toronto Globe. Sent by Miss J. B. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


How God Delivered Stephen.—/ for- 
gave thee all that debt (v. 32). In the 
course of a public debate George Holyoake 
asked Dr, Parker: “What did God do 
for the martyr Stephen when he was being 
stoned to death?” Dr. Parker was em- 
barrassed for a moment; then lifting his 
heart to God gave a reply which he always 
believed was the Holy Spirit’s direct gift. 
He said: “I believe the Almighty did far 
more for Stephen than at first appears. He 
did not send an angel to deliver him in his 
hour of agony. But God enabled Stephen 
to say, ‘Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge’; and when we shall see facts in 
their eternal values, we shall see that in 
working this miracle of forgiveness in the 
heart of Stephen, God did more than if 
He had sent a legion of angels.”.—From 
The Dawn. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Christhike.—Forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors (Golden Text). An 
old Puritan had many enemies because of 
his faithful stand in reproving sin. Many 
abusive letters were sent him, all of which 
he tied up in a packet and wrote on the 
cover, “Libels. Father, forgive them.” And 
it was his ambition to say: “I do not 
know of any person in the world who has 
done me any ill office but I have done him 
a good one for it.” And in the days of 
the saintly martyr Cranmer it passed into 
a byword in England, “Do my Lord of 
Canterbury an ill turn and you make him 
your friend for ever.”—From a sermon by 
R. H. Bennett. Sent by W. Rupert Clark, 
Leeds, Eng. 


Is It Keeping Us From Christ ?—Forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
(Golden Text). One afternoon at Cleve- 
land, after Mr. Moody had been speaking, 
he brought me to a lady to show her the 
way of life. I had been speaking to her 
trying this and that passage to see what 
was in the way of her accepting Christ, 
when suddenly I turned to her and said, 
“Ts there somebody you cannot forgive?” 
She looked quickly at me, and said, “Who 
told you?” I said, “Nobody told me, and 
I have never seen you before tonight.” 
That was her trouble, and that is the 
trouble with some of you. Some one has 
done you an injury, or you think he has, 


March: 31, 1934 


and you will not come to Jesus Christ be- 
cause you want to cherish this bitter grudge 
in your heart—From Dr. R. A. Torrey, in 
“Revival Addresses.” Sent by William S. 
Bowden, Claiborne, Ohio. 


Forgiveness and Friendship.—Forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 
(Golden Text). A man was severely at- 
tacked by another, who thought to kill 
him. The face of the injured man was 
badly scarred for the rest of his life. He 
cherished no enmity, however, against the 
person who made the attack, and later 
sought to have him pardoned. Then he 
asked the privilege of taking the pardon 
down to Joliet himself. But the criminal, 
as he took the pardon in his hands, said, 
“I want something more than pardon, sir; 
I want friendship.” “What kind of friend- 
ship do you want?” asked the other. The 
prisoner replied, “I can do without any- 
body else’s friendship but that of the man 
I injured.’ The man with the scars on 
his face, which he bore for life, made the 
pardoned prisoner happy by assuring him 
of both forgiveness and friendship. And 
that is exactly what our wounded Christ 
offers to us.—From “5000 Best Modern 
Illustrations,” by G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Great Order.—Not ... Until seven 
times: but, Until seventy times seven (Matt. 
18:22). Just a little 490 times! That’s 
all. You see, most folks fail to value the 
times-on-times way of achievement. Re- 
member this: in the steel works they can 
make unimportant stuff like wrenches, ham- 
mers, and machine parts with one bang 
and crack of a drop hammer or forging 
press, but when it comes to important work 
like crank shafts, connecting rods, anchors, 
and great guns, they are slowly forged 
from the billet by blow on blow, or. by 
press on press, 

You have heard of the girl who married 
the fellow “to get rid of him.” There is 
more than a mere pleasantry back of this 
old whim-wham. The lovelorn boy 
wouldn’t take “No.” And the constant 
dropping (in) wore away the stone(y 
heart) ! 

I tell my men out of a job, “Keep a- 
goin’; by the time you ask a boss for a 
job seven times seven plus one, or 50 times, 
the boss will commence to believe you really 
want a job, and by the time you ask him 
50 more times you will get the job. He 
will marry you to the job to get rid of 
you. That is to say, your continual asking 
indicates one mighty good and mighty : 
scarce quality in men, to wit, persistency.” 

The persistent man or woman is likely 
to turn out a good and reliable worker. 
Now let us swing this principle of life 
over to the forgiving business. There is 
a-party you consider has done you injury. 
By the time you have done the forgiving ° 
act for 15 months and 10 days the party 
has become so much a part of your life 
and thought you are likely to be friends. 

The man or woman who can do the 490 
pace becomes the habitual forgiver. You 
don’t even have to ask it. The other cheek 
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Lesson for April 15 


turns automatically. Stephen can well be 
the patron saint of the Glorious Order of 
Forgivers, an order founded by the Lord 
Jesus, and to which let us hope you belong 
and enjoy its happiness (Luke 23: 34; Acts 
7:60). 


Friends.—Shouldest not thou also have 
had compassion on, thy fellowservant? (v. 
33.) As I write, the city of Coatesville is 
putting in a sewage disposal plant. A con- 
tractor from New Jersey has the job as 
the lowest bidder. One of my Rock Run 
men, long out of a job, applied as a day 
laborer. Said my Rock Run man to me, 
“Mr. Ridgway, I went down to the new 
sewage plant to see if I could get work 
and the labor boss wouldn’t even answer 
me, just turned on his heel and walked 
away.” This labor boss, a promoted day 
laborer himself, because of his mule-driv- 
ing ability, I reckon, did not even have the 
traditional “few kind words” for a fellow 
wage earner out of a job. 

I do not know the contracting company, 
but I have no doubt at all that could my 
Rock Run man have seen the Big Boss 
he would have the kindly attitude and have 
said, ‘My poor fellow, I am sorry to have 
to say my field foreman tells me he has 
all the men he can use at present, but I 
will take your name, if anything turns up.” 

At this same time the U. S. Government 
is putting up a big addition to the Vet- 
eran’s Hospital. The same Rock Run man 
went up there for a job. The contractor 
had a gentleman for his labor boss, and 
he talked pretty much as I have imagined 
the sewage Big Boss would have spoken. 

When you get up to the “King” you are 
likely to find a gentleman used to doing 
business with other gentlemen, where the 
first rule is courtesy. The mule driver, 
the “‘cussin’,” the heartless type of work 
director rarely gets very far, nor does he 
last very long. We have had them many 
times in our Coatesville mills, but they in 
a little while passed out of the mill picture, 
unwept and unsung and forgotten. 

Jesus is teaching by his precept and his 
illustration how to win a happy, prosperous 
life. The unlimited forgiver, thg kindly 
considerate sympathizer, the Golden Ruler 
piles up real friendships. And it is our 
friends who build our business or profes- 
sion, and it is our friends who scatter our 
path with roses (Prov. 18:24; 1 Pet. 3:8). 


Failure the Great Tormentor.—And his 
lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors. . So likewise shall my 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye 


from your hearts forgive not every one his * 


brother their trespasses (vs. 34, 35). Those 
“tormentors,” what are they? I don’t know 
just what they were in the day of the story, 
but here is one of the most crushing of 
all tormentors with which I am acquainted. 
So are you, for it is a front page perform- 
ance almost every day. FAILURE. 

No, I am not thinking of bankruptcy. 
That has happened to many of the finest 
and ablest men’ in the country. Wrigley, 
the chewing gum man, playing the game 
fair and square, failed six times and went 
ahead on the seventh throw. No, I am 
not thinking of breakdowns. Cyrus W. 
Field spent thirteen years of breakdown 
after breakdown before he, on July 27, 
1866, established telegraphic communica- 
tion between two continents. 

(Cyrus Field, by the way, was one of 
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The Times staff gladly joins a 
host of other friends in congratu- 
lating Mr. and Mrs, Ridgway on 
their Golden Wedding anniversary, 
which they celebrated February 28. 
For this occasion Mr. Ridgway had 
printed an attractive edition of his 
pamphlet, “The Christian Gentle- 
man,” to give to the. members of 
his Iron Rose Bible Class. A num- 
ber of TIMEs readers sent congratu- 
lations, without giving their names 
and addresses, If they wotld care 
to send them to William H. Ridg- 
way, Coatesville, Pa., he would like 
to give each one a copy of the 
booklet. 











the remarkable sons of a David Dudley 
Field, a Congregational minister. All the 
sons, David Dudley, Jr., the lawyer, Henry 
Martyr the minister, Cyrus West the pro- 
moter, Stephen Johnson the Supreme Court 
Justice, Marshall the Chicago merchant all 
had for their last name Successful Fields!) 

I mean that man is a failure who arrives 
at middle or late life with nothing but 
money. No friends, only sycophants. No 
ties but selfish ones. No love or affection 
in a single heart, not even in his own fam- 
ily and among his own blood. The man 
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who has chiseled and browbeaten every one 
he did, business with. Who cannot from 
his memory dig up a single kindly unselfish 
deed he ever did to a single fellow mortal, 
man or woman, Who knows he is held 
in contempt, with no one to utter a single 
good word for him. 

That is the man who is himself the “tor- 
mentor.” He often tries suicide, as a way 
of escape. “A mysterious suicide of a 
prominent citizen. Cause unknown.” At 
the upper end of this scale, a place which 
no Tormentor ever reached, is the man who 
has always cultivated the kindliness of 
heart that makes real friends. Who takes 
pains to make contacts that wilf be for his 
good. Who takes a lively interest in all 
his fellow men. Who is always looking 
for a chance to bind up a wound and dry 
a tear. Who joins up with the church and 
values the blessed fellowships and the tying 
up with the Lord Jesus, the Great Head 
of the Church. This is the place Old 
Failure, the Tormentor can never reach. 
No suicide graves in this landscape (Matt. 
25: 41-46; Mark 8: 35-37). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times Index for 
1933 indexes the articles by title, author, 
and depariment. It may be obtained for 15 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, 


“Toreivehim! [should 
say not! Why he had 
the nerve to tell memy 
singing was nothing 
more than a cackle,” 








Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 
series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 


mon out of each series. 


They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 


75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 
aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 549 West 
Randolph Street, Chicago. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 


thank thee that in thy mercy and love thou 
hast made forgiveness possible for us through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We wonder at our own 
perversity and disobedience. Thou hast spoken 
to us clearly and thou hast made plain the way 
of life in thy Word, yet we have so often fol- 
lowed our own devices and have so greatly 
needed thy forgiveness. Help us, we pray thee, 
to consider others round about us in the spirit 
of true forgiveness. May we not be economical 
with our forgiving spirit, but may we hold no 
grudges against anyone, and may we forget 
even the thing for which we exercise forgive- 
ness. Help us to realize how troublesome we 
have been to others, and very humbly take the 
first opportunity to ask forgiveness of those 
whom we have offended in any way. We ask 
it in the name of our forgiving Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you ever say to 
yourself, “I can forgive but I cannot for- 
get?” You do? Then you know little 
about forgiveness! As to our sins against 
Him, we are told that God “will remember 
them no more.” “As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath he removed our 
transgressions from us.” “He hath not 
dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities.” What a 
tremendous need there is for us to be quick 
to forgive others and especially to forget 
what the difficulty was about! A devoted 
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mother felt obliged to punish one of her 
boys, but the punishment was delayed until 
late in the day. When she called the boy 
aside to bear his punishment she could not 
even remember what the offense was. A 
singularly beautiful Christian woman who, 
on her death-bed, was asked forgiveness by 
one who had brought great sorrow into 
her life simply said in the most loving 
way, “Why, I have nothing to forgive.” 
Can you look up to our heavenly Father 
today and really mean it when you ask him 
to forgive you just as you forgive others? 
Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Forgiven, for Christ’s sake. 


1. The Lord Jesus answers a hard ques- 
tion. . 


2. A story the Lord Jesus told. 
3. “Free, for the Maid’s sake.” 
4. Free for Christ’s sake. 











OW Peter loved asking questions! 

Today we are going to hear about 
another of the questions he asked the Lord 
Jesus (Matt. 18: 21-35). I am so glad we 
have the answer to this question, as it is 
such a hard one, 

Peter had a brother, you know. Who 
remembers his name? Yes, Andrew. 
Brothers do not always want to do just 
the things we want them to do or say; and 
somehow it always seems to be their fault 
when we quarrel, does it not! Perhaps 
Peter found it so, too. He may have dis- 
agreed with Andrew that day, and may 
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not have felt much like forgiving him, so 
he asked the Lord Jesus that important 
question. Let us read the answer to it 
(v. 22). The Lord Jesus says we must go 
on forgiving others over and over again, if 
we want Ged to forgive us. 

And then the Lord Jesus told Peter a 
story. Read verses 23 to 35, or tell the 
story simply in your own words. Impress 
upon the children that we are all sinners 
before God (Rom. 3:23). We are each 
one in need of forgiveness. How can it 
be obtained? By throwing ourselves upon 
God’s mercy, and asking him to forgive us 
for Christ’s sake (cf. v. 26). 

Most children know the story of Joan 
of Arc, the brave Maid of Orleans. Her 
home was in the little town of Domrémy, 
and, after her death, it was freed forever 
from paying taxes to the King of France. 
In the King’s tax book, alongside the name 
“Domrémy,” was the following entry: 
“Free, for the Maid’s sake.” 

In Revelation 20:12, 15 we read about 
the Book of Life which God has in Heaven, 
The names in this Book have all the sins 
wiped out, and alongside them is written: 
“Free, for Christ’s sake.” 

Is your name written in the Book of 
Life? Explain very simply how each child 
may have his sin forgiven, and his name 
written in the Book of Life. Stress the 
need for repentance, which means turning 
away from our sin, and teach Memory 
Verse (Matt. 6:12). 


Expression Work 


Draw an open book on the blackboard, 
and write an imaginary name on one page, 
entering on the page opposite, a list of 
common, everyday ways in which we be- 
come “debtors” to God. Then take the 
sponge and wipe out the list of debts, writ- 
ing instead, “Free, for Christ's sake.” 


Yorx, Ena. 
w 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The King and His Kingdom 
XV. “The royal law of love’: 


1. Expressed in the kingly law of forgive- 
ness. 


2. The King’s forgiveness contrasted with 
man’s, 


There’s nothing so kingly as kindness 
And nothing so royal as truth. 

NSPIRED Scripture goes a step further 

than the great poet who wrote these 
lines —to the root of even such kingliness 
as kindness, and speaks of “the royal law” 
of love (Jas. 2:8). 

And it is love upon which the King, 
Jesus Christ, bases his teaching of for- 
giveness, for you note that he first speaks 
of forgiveness as a matter between brothers 
(Matt. 18:15); and then, if “thy brother” 
refuses to forgive upon a brotherly appeal, 
even in the hearing of the church, he is 
tc be “unto thee as the Gentile and the 
publican.” And how does this King bid 
us regard those outside the brotherhood, 
even if they are to us as the Gentiles and 
publicans were to the Jews? Read aloud 
to your girls Matthew 5: 43-48, where our 
King bids his followers to love even those 
whom we must count as enemies, to pray for 
them, and “salute” them, in token of all 
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kindly feelings and treatment of them. Truly, ° 


this King taught us to “love one another,” 
for “His law is love and His Gospel is 
peace,” and forgiveness is the kingliest ex- 
pression of such love and the surest foun- 
dation for such peace as his royal law en- 
joins upon his followers. 


2. This King of kings was also The 
Teacher. Hear him make vivid this truth 
for one of his “slow of heart to believe” 
disciples, by telling him a simple little 
story. Well he knew nothing carries the 
truth so quickly and effectively as a story. 
So, when Peter comes asking the very 
practical question, “How oft shall my 
brother sin against me, and-I forgive him?” 
the Teacher-King tells of a certain king 
who forgave his slave a great debt of ten 
thousand talents, whereas that same serv- 
ant refused to forgive a fellow servant 
a petty debt of a hundred shillings. Such 
is the infinite contrast between the forgive- 
ness of God the King and the. forgiveness 
he asks men to show one another, even if 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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Lesson for April 15 


it reaches to the “seventy-times-seven” de- 
gree, 

Your girls must do a bit of arithmetic 
just here, with your help—knowing that 
such a talent as is here alluded to was 
worth at least $1,000, whereas the Greek 
coin translated “shilling” was worth about 
17 cents. A debt of ten million dollars 
contrasted with one of seventeen dollars! 
The superb hyperbole of the Master- 
Teacher is breath-taking sometimes — but 
how effective! Do your girls think Peter 
ever again complained (even by the tone 
of his voice) at the standard of forgive- 
ness set up by his Lord? How great is 
the sum of God’s forgiveness toward us? 
How quickly and how often ought we, then, 
to forgive one another! 


Home Study 


Look up these other words of our Lord’s 
on forgiveness: Matthew 6: 12-15; Mark 
11:25, 26; Luke 6:37; 17:3. Then com- 
pare them with his forgiveness, Luke 23: 
34. Now, think earnestly of the lightly 
repeated phrase in “The Lord’s Prayer” — 

“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors” —each time you use it in prayer. 


Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A jolt. 

Discussion: Guide the discussion to this 
conclusion: that it is pride and selfishness 
—an unwarranted estimate of one’s own 
worthiness— that makes an unforgiving 
disposition. 

Objective: As God for Christ’s sake for- 
gives us, let us for Christ’s’ sake forgive 
others. 




















AY, fellows, Peter got a jolt. Peter 

was always getting his bumps. He 
was just that sort. Impulsive and venture- 
some, he was ever breaking over the line 
somewhere. If he had played football, he 
would be continually getting the team penal- 
ized for being “off sides.” If he had played 
golf he would be often “slicing” his ball 
and getting into the rough. (Look at 
Malchus’ ear! — John 18:10.) If he was 
at the bat four times in a game of baseball, 
he would strike out three times and make 
one glorious home run. 

On two occasions he jumped out of the 
boat into the sea to go to his Lord, and on 
one of these occasions he walked on top 
of the water a little way —then sank. 

He went from one extreme to the other; 
when the Lord washed the disciples’ feet 
and came to Peter, he exclaimed, “Thou 
shalt never wash my feet”; and in the next 
breath he said, “Lord, not my feet only, 
but also my hands and my head” (John 13: 
4-9). On that last night before the cru- 
cifixion, Peter stoutly announced, “Lord, 
I am ready to go with thee, both into 
prison, and to death”; and only a few 
hours afterward, in the porch of the high 
priest’s house where Jesus was being tried 
for his life, he denied three times that he 
had‘ ever known Jesus—the third time 
with cursing and swearing (Luke 22: 33- 
62; Mark 14:71). 

Once Peter’s remarks to the Lord were 
so. Devil-inspired that he turned upon Peter 
and ‘said, “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou 
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art an offence unto me” (Matt. 16:23); 
and upon the Mount of Transfiguration, 
when Peter saw the Lord in his glory he 
wanted to build a tent up there on the top 
of the mountain and remain permanently 
— “for he wist not what to say” (Mark 9: 
6) —so he just fired his gun in the air. 

Peter got into trouble with the tax 
gatherer, and the Lord told him to go cast 
a hook into the sea and the first fish he 
caught would have the money for the taxes 
in its mouth. Fellows, I venture to guess 
that Peter jerked that fish clear over his 
head and landed it far behind him on the 
beach; he was just that sort of man. 

O Peter, you are so human, we cannot 
help thinking of ourselves! 

Now today we come to another one of 
Peter’s setbacks. It was when he pro- 
ceeded to ask the Lord a question and at 
the same time suggest the answer. “Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? till seven times?” Any 
one of the other discipies would doubtless 
have left off those last three words. But 
those three words are what got Peter his 
jolt, and they proved to be his ticket of 
admission to a brand new thought about 
forgiveness, with a dramatic illustration 
to make it plain. “I say not unto thee, 
Until seven times: but, Until seventy times 
seven,” answered Jesus. Can’t you see Peter 
walking off, scratching his head? Four 
hundred and ninety times! Forgiving his 
brother 490 times! Well, it was just the 
same as saying to his brother, “I forgive 
you everything you ever did to me, every- 
thing you are doing now, and I forgive 
you in advance everything you may do 
in the future. In fact, Brother, I hold 
nothing against you and never will. I can- 
not afford to. I am too deeply in debt 
myself. I could never pay out unless some 
one able to put up the ransom should re- 
deem my soul.” 

And that is just what the Lord Jesus 
Christ has done for you and me, fellows. 
We were hopelessly lost, under the penalty 
of death for sin; and Jesus Christ, the only 
One who could secure forgiveness and sal- 
vation for us, redeemed us with his own 
life — paid the debt and made us free. And 
now shall we, for some offense (at its 
worst, trivial in comparison) —or even a 
continuance of the same-—fail to forgive 
our brother? God forbid! 

It was the one and only condition made 
for the hearing of our prayers — that when 
we pray, it shall be with a conscience 
cleared of any resentment against our 
brother man — for — “if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6:15). 

Thank you, Peter, for those three words! 
* Greenssoro, N. C, 


7 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for April 15) 


1. The word “church,” once in Matthew 
16: 18 and twice in 18: 17. 


2. Matthew 18:19, among the greatest of 
the prayer-promises of our Lord’s, to just 
two who are agreed as to what they ask. 


3. Acts 2:47, King James Version; but 
more properly Acts 5:11, since the correct 
translation of Acts 2: 47, given in the Re- 
vised Version, does not contain the same 
Greek word for church, but reads, “The Lord 
—, to them day by day those that were 
sav 


4. It produced a self-searching that caused 





“I’m going where I 


can get Pettijohn’s 


for breakfast.” 


Children do get tired of the same 
hot cereal. And Pettijohn’s is so 
deliciously different. Real whole 
wheat. Flaky. Flavory! Fun to 
eat! Cooks in3 to 5 minutes. Try 
it for breakfast tomorrow. 


F your child says, “I quit” —be ready. 

Say “I too, longed for a different 

hot cereal, There, in my great-coat, 
you'll find a box of Pettijohn’s. 

Pettijohn’s is the only hot cereal 
that’s really different. Remember the 
good old cracked wheat grandmother’d 
cook all night long? And next morning, 
when you ate those golden flakes of 
real whole wheat ... Mmmm! You 
felt like a million. You felt buoyant. 
Optimistic. Because you were eating 
the natural unrefined health food 
Nature intended for you. 

Pettijohn’s is that same real whole 
wheat. Has that same luscious tex- 
ture. The identical health values, 
Only it’s flaked tissue thin, so as to 
cook done in 3 to £ minutes! 

In addition, Pettiyohn’s regulates 
you. Brings you whole bran. Not 
dry bran. But bran that won't scratch 
the tenderest digestive tract. 

Don’t let your child leave home 
Serve this different * 
cereal tomorrow. 


Pettijohnis. 


Rolled Wheat with 
All the Bran 
Product of The Quaker Oate 
Company 
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them to cry out, “Lord, increase our faith” 
(Luke 17: 3-5). 


5. Pride, selfishness, and blindness to our 
own bankruptcy before God 


6. Forgiveness, in the true sense of the 
word, can only 
who repent from the heart for their sin. Thus 
God cannot forgive those who do not repent. 
But just as God’s loving heart holds no re- 
sentment, and is ever ready to forgive re- 
pentant ones, se we should hold no resentment 
because of wrong, and should have a forgiv- 
ing spirit even before the wrongdoer repents 
(Luke 17: 3, 4). 


7. The word “agree” is literally “symphon- 
ize,” and the agreement of which our Lord 
spoke is evidently that agreement of the Spirit, 
with Christ himself in the midst, which in- 
dicates that the request is guided of God and 
will be answered. As there are conditions in 
individual prayer, so there are conditions in 
united prayer. When the conditions are met, 
the results are marvelous. 


8. In Matthew 18:15 the one who has suf- 
fered the wrong is commanded to go privately 
and tell his brother the fault. In Matthew 
5:23, 24, the one who has done any wrong 
against his brother is commanded to go first 
and be reconciled before he comes in prayer 
to God. Thus we see that neither is to wait 
for the other, but each is to take part in the 
reconciling. 


9. God, first of all, before man had done 
anything in the way of repentance, revealed 
his infinite love by giving Christ to die for 
the ungodly. But full and free forgiveness, 
purchased by Christ, is offered on the condi- 
tion of repentance and faith, and evidence of 
a truly repentant heart is that this heart for- 
gives others; if a man refuses, this indicates 
that he has not met the conditions. for receiv- 
ing God’s forgiveness. The parable gives the 
facts as they would occur in the human cir- 
cumstances, and not all details are intended to 
correspond exactly to the spiritual truth. 


10. As the Gentile and the publican (Matt. 
18:17); that is, we should love him and 
seek to win him to repentance, but should not 
have fellowship with him as a Christian 
brother. 





a Children at Home 


Gundi's Gift 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


““XUNDI! Gundi! let us run quickly! 

The Mukyala’s (‘lady’s’) house is 
on fire, and it’s a big blaze!” Gundi, a 
little African boy, was off with his friend 
Hura ina flash. He dearly loved his mis- 
sionary “healing lady,” and he was so afraid 
she might get burned. Both boys dashed 
along to join the excited crowd of villagers 
racing to the scene of the fire. When they 
were near enough they watched the big 
flames shooting up, away over a garden 
patch. People were yelling and shouting 
as they rushed in and out of the burning 
house, carrying out beds, pictures, and all 
sorts of things. At last the blazing thatch 
roof fell in, and every one gave a great 
wail of distress. 

“How did the fire start? Who did it?” 
cried every one together. Now that their 
dear Mukyala had her house destroyed 
perhaps she would leave them; then who 
would heal their wounds and _ sicknesses, 
and tell them more about the wonderful 
Saviour-God? Gundi had learned to love 
him as the Friend for little African boys, 
too. His father was always away working 
in the mines, and Mother could not sing 
choruses or even read at all. Oh, dear, 





whatever would they do if Mukyala left?, 


exercised toward those © 
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“Gundi, Gundi, come back now,” shouted 
his mother. “It is time for supper, and 
there is nothing more to see.” 

“Oh, Mother, do you think poor Muk- 
yala will have nowhere to sleep tonight? 
Won't you ask her to come, and I’ll give 
her my mat?” 

“[ heard that the chief is lending her 
one of his houses, Gundi; ours is so poor 
and small she could hardly crawl into it. 
Oh, that stupid boy Yokana, to upset the 
oil can all over the kitchen stove! Truly 
he is a useless one. Our Mukyala has al- 
ways been so good to us all, Why, Gundi, 
you would have lost your leg when it was 
so terribly bitten by the crocodile, only God 
heard Muklaya’s prayers and helped her to 
save it.” And then Gundi’s mother started 
wailing again. It was a very sad supper 
that night, and afterward Gundi simply 
could not sleep. 

“Mother,” he said, suddenly jumping up, 
“you have some money put away which 
you are keeping for me. I’m going to 
give it all to Mukyala to buy some cloth 
to make herself a dress. She has lost so 
many of her things.” 

“But, Gundi, you only have a few cop- 
per coins, and they would not be enough 
to get anything.” 

Gundi, however, was not bothering his 
head about that at all. “Oh, Mother, I 
know they are up there hidden away in 
the thatch, and I must give them to her 
early in the morning.” 

His mother as usual gave way, for 
Gundi was her only son, but she tried to 
keep him from giving all. “We are so 
poor, my son, it has taken a very long 
time for you even to get these coins to- 
gether, and you so much wanted a foreign 
knife.” 

“Yes, Mother, but I must give every coin 
to her. You see, it takes quite a lot of 
cloth to cover our Mukyala, because she 
is so tall and big.” 

At dawn Gundi was up and away to see 
his dear friend, who had spent a very try- 
ing night after all the excitement. 

She had lost many of her little per- 
sonal treasures, and although the cost of 
building a new house might not seem great, 
she knew the mission had no money to 
spare. If only she could restore her burned 
out house herself, but she had spent all 
her own money on medicines. Miss Smith 
was not pleased to see her early visitor, 
as she thought he had come to ask her to 
help him in some way. 

“Please, Mukyala, I don’t want anything, 
but I’ve brought you all my money. It is 
every bit I have, and perhaps it may help 
with something, though Mother says it’s 
far too little even to get you a new dress. 
Please take it, for my heart cries tears 
for you,” and Gundi pushed ten dirty cop- 
per coins into Mukyala’s hand and ran 
away. The missionary gazed at the money 
very tenderly; they seemed of the greatest 
value to her on that dreary morning, and 
she looked up and took courage. 

When she returned to her home land, it 
was that little bundle of copper coins that 
touched many of God’s people to help her. 
As others followed Gundi’s example, many 
gifts came in, and there is a fine concrete 
house and dispensary where Mukyala car- 
ries on her splendid work today in Central 
Africa. 


WorrtHIne, Sussex, Ena. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 22. The Importance of Public Worship 
for Christian Living. Heb. 10 : 19-25. 





Sunday, April 15 


The Place of Prayer in Christian Living 
(Eph. 1 : 15-23) 





Mon.—Pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5: 
17). 

Tues.—Prayer means power (Acts 4: 31- 
37). 

Wed.—Jesus, man of prayer (Mark 1 : 35). 

Thurs.—Prayer in dark hours (Luke 22: 
41, 42). 

Fri.—Prayer for temporal things (Matt. 6: 


11). 
Sat.—Prayer in secret (Matt. 6: 5-13). 











Why do we pray? 
What help do people find in prayer? 
What is the Quiet Hour and how keep it? 


R. SPURGEON once said, “Whether 
we like it or not, asking is the rule 
of the Kingdom; a rule never to be altered 
in anyone’s case. God has not relaxed 
that rule for Jesus Christ, the elder brother. 
If the royal and divine Son of God cannot 
be exempted from this rule of asking that 
he may have, you and I cannot expect the 
rule to be relaxed in our favor. Why 
should it be? If you may have everything 
by asking, and nothing without asking, I 
beg you to see how absolutely vital prayer 
is.” 

ye 
Christians pray because God has com- 
manded us in his Word to do so (Matt. 
9:38; Luke 18:1; 21:36). The Lord 
Jesus recognized the necessity for prayer 
and exhorted his disciples to pray. 
The apostles and early leaders in the 











Brother Minister 


Are you concerned where your 
young people go to college? Are 
you giving them educational guid- 
ance? Would you accept informa- 
tion concerning a college that is 
Christian, accredited, coeducational ? 
If so, will you drop a line to Charles 
C. Ellis, Ph.B., D.D., President. 


Juniata College 
Huntingdon, Pa. 























PASTORS, Try It!| 


The ‘“ Book Missionary ’’ [plan for reaching the 
people in your own community in their homes. It 
awakens the indifferent and careless, arouses 
the nominal Christian and touches the other- 
wise unreachable. Someone in your congregation 
may do the work on a self-supporting basis. Plan 
fully practicable as demonstrated by experience. 
Full particulars from Bible Institute Colpo 
Association, 837 N. Wells St., Chicago. 


MOTHERS’ DAY MUSIC 


Send for our 64-) Church Music catalog, containi: 
descriptions of Mothers’ Day and other special day an 
eneral use music. Name this paper. 


0. F. ROSCHE & CO., 337 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ul. 
















































Lesson for April 15 


Christian. Church believed in prayer and 
exhorted other believers to pray (1 Tim, 
2:8; Jas. 5:16; Eph. 6: 18; 1 Pet. 4:7). 
we 
Christians pray because prayer glorifies 
God (John 14: 13 and Prov. 15:8). Prayer 
pleases God, and shows him that we trust 
him and believe in his love and power. 
bd 
Christians pray because God hears and 
answers prayer (Psa. 65:2; 1 Pet. 3:12). 
Past experience and past help have con- 
vinced us of our need for God’s aid, and 
of his readiness and willingness to give it 
when we pray. 


Christians pray because they recognize 
their need, and that God alone is able to 
help them (Psa. 88:2, 3; 102: 1-3; 142: 
4, 5). 

4 


Christians pray because it is one of the 
methods God has given us for proving him 
and his promises (2 Sam. 7: 28; 1 Kings 
8:24, 25). Many of God’s precious prom- 
ises would go untested, were it not for the 
prayer of Christians. 

oe 

“But, “What help do people find in 
prayer?” asks one of our topic questions. 
There are some who would have us believe 
that prayer is merely subjective, — that it 
merely places the pray-er in such an atti- 
tude of mind that his condition is auto- 
matically improved and helped. God’s 
Word offers no such cold comfort as this. 
James teaches us that prayer “availeth 
much” (Jas. 5:16; see also 1 Kings 18: 
37, 38). 

The Lord Jesus taught that there is no 
limit to what God will do in answer to 
prayer (John 14: 13, 14; Jer. 33:3). From 
John’s Gospel we learn that the very things 
we ask for will be given (1 John 3: 22; 
1 Chron, 4:10; Jas. 5:17, 18). 


we 

But we learn also from John that while 
we are promised “whatsoever,” “anything,” 
and “all things,’ our prayers must be in 
accord with the simple conditions that God 
has laid down. They will be granted only 
when we pray in the name of Christ (John 
14:13, 14; 15:16); when we seek only 
God’s glory (John 14:13); when we ask 
according to God’s revealed will (1 John 
5:14); when we ask in faith, believing 
that God will indeed do what we ask of 
him (Matt. 21:22; Mark 11:24; Jas. 1: 
5, 6); when we ask, having confessed our 
sins (Dan. 9: 4, 20; Luke 18:13; Psa. 51: 
I, 4). 

pd 

With this marvelous opportunity of 
prayer that can release all the resources 
and supplies of the Lord of glory, well 
may we ask ourselves, “What place are 
we giving to prayer in our Christian life?” 
Are we giving merely a few moments, 
snatched in haste in the busy rush of the 
day, .or when some particular emergency 
arises? Or are we making a definite time 


each day, when we may quietly and unhur- 
riedly talk to our loving Father and hear 
him speak to us? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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CurIstIAN Yours is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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A Correction 


N THE issue of January 6 the Times 

published a list of foreign missions as 
suggestions for missionary giving. Among 
these was the Unevangelized Fields Mis- 
sion. The address given was incorrect, 
and, by mistake, it was stated that the 
Mission works in Central Asia. The Mis- 
sion carries on work in Mid-Africa and 
Eastern Amazonia, but not at present in 
Central Asia. The correct address for 
North America is 21 Lincoln Ave., To- 
ronto 9, Canada. 

we 


Reaching for the Gospel 


6C7ISEACHER, please give me one of 

those little books,” said tousle-haired 
Jimmy Johnson, with emphasis, as he 
reached out an eager hand for a copy of 
the red-covered Gospel of John. 

Jimmy was voicing the urgent desire of 
all his fellow pupils in the one-room prairie 
schoolhouse, away out in bleak Cherry 
County of Nebraska, where a teacher found, 
while preparing a Christmas program, that 
“the children did not even know of the birth 
of Christ, and had not the slightest con- 
ception of God.” 

Have you ever visualized the serious 
spiritual need of the boys and girls in the 
isolated sections of the western, northwest- 
ern, and southwestern parts of the United 
States? These children are often deprived 
of the benefits of a Sunday school, or of 
a church service where the Word of God 
is preached. One teacher in Montana writes 
that their school is thirty-eight miles away 
from any church, and that they have no 
Sunday school. 

Pressed by this urgent need, the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association of Chi- 
cago, founded by D. L. Moody in 1804, 
is making an earnest effort to place whole- 
some, Christian literature and Scripture 
portions, such as the Moody Colportage 
books, Evangel booklets, Pocket Treas- 
urys, Gospels of John, and Gospel tracts, 
in the hands of the boys and girls in the 
pioneer homes of America, with the aid of 
the teachers of the one-room schoolhouses. 
These schools are scattered throughout 
North and South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, 
Wyoming, Nebraska, Colorado, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico, and Arizona, and the number 
of scholars in each school ranges from nine 
to twenty-nine, seldom more. 

“My pupils are hungry for such material 
as yours,” states one teacher; and another 
says: “I shall appreciate very much your 
generous offer. It is the first of the kind 
I have ever received.” Surely the fields 
are “white unto harvest”! 
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A Whole Year for $1.00 
THE JLLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure! 
Write Jor Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New Yerk 


CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS 


For Sale or for Personal Use. Comforting, encouraging 
messages for Birthday, Cheer to the Sick, and Sorrowing, 
etc.—many with Bible Texts. Cards that are different 
—not found in stores. Boxep oR UnsoxEp, Ask for 
Catalog and profitable Sales Plans. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, INC. 
260 Laurel Street, Dept. T., Buffalo, N. Y. 


FOR REAL HELP on the present Sun- 
day School Lessons get 
William L. Pettingill’s 
330 pages; cloth, $1; paper,So0c postpaid. 
By the same author: Simple Studies in 
Daniel, 60c or 35c; Simple Studies in 
Romans, $1 or Food: Simple Studies in 
The Revelation or 35c; God’s Proph- 
ecies for Plain People, $x or soc, all p.p. 


JUST A WORD INC., 1528 W. 7th Street, Wilmington, Del. 


“The Public Reading of the Word of God” 


By Dr. Arthur T. Pierson 
Crammed with valuable suggestions for Preachers and 
Sunday School Workers! Only 10 cents today ! 
COLPORTAGE ASS'’N, 837 N. Wells St., Chicago 


Special to Ministers 


Religious and friendly message cards, 100 for $1.00. 
6 samples and list, roc. Casterline Cards, Eden, N. Y. 


Compelling Music 


(Old and New) 


That Awakens 
Spiritual 
Growth 


A Glorious 
ALL-PURPOSE Hymn Book 
WITH A 
NOVELTY OFFER 


You Need This Book. Is Money Scarce? 


Here Is the Plan 


We will send you our TRYOUT edition 
which contains 76 beautiful songs and 
hymns selected from the larger book of 
350 numbers. You pay at the rate of $10.00 
the hundred for the TRYOUT. After usin 
them as long as you wish *WE REFUN 
the money on any copies returned 
by applying the amount to the purchase of 
the large book which is 


SONGS OF FAITH AND TRIUMPH, 
COMBINED 


$30 and $40 the hun., according to binding. 
Contains 350 compelling songs, old and 
mew, which arouse interest and _ spiritual 
growth. The finest songs from the books 
of all other publishers are included. 
*The REFUND on “Tryout” may apply 
to other books. Send for a Tryout. 


HALL - MACK CO. 
21st and Arch Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 



































Wheaton 
College... 
Invites... 
FOU... csi 








* TO ENJOY A PROFITABLE SUMMER 


The 1934 Summer School 


Consisting of Two Four-Week Terms, Opens June 16 
Attend One or Both Terms. Wide Range of Courses. 
Strong Teaching Staff. Work Fully Accredited. Write 
for Free Illustrated Bulletin. 


THE DIRECTOR, BOX T, WHEATON COLLEGE 
* SUMMER SCHOOL, - 





Address: 








WHEATON, ILLINOIS. | 
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Glimpses Through Life’s Window 


By ae REV. J. R. MILLER, D.D. 


Short stories that exemplify something — and 


comforting, and that has reached printi up to 
twenty-seven thousand copies. eturna ble five: 
days after receipt if not approved. Cloth, gold 


stamped, 218 pages. $1.10 postpaid. 
THE PETER REILLY COMPANY 
131 N. 13th Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


The Coming 
Great War 


The greatest ever known in human history. 25c. 


The Harlot Woman on the Scarlet Beast, 


or God’s Picture of the 
Coming Universal Church—the Bride of Antichrist. 25c. 
The World’s Desperate Cry 073°? 


rapidly getting ripe to receive him. 25¢c. 
of Great World Changes soon 


Startling Signs to take place. 25c. 
Satan’s Last Dread Counterfeit. 


The Dragon: The Antichrist and_the False Prophet. 
25c. ‘The above five books by A. Sims. 


A. SIMS, * fre fomnoet. 


HOW TO PREPARE 


Sermons and Gospel Addresses 


By Latin cangine EVANS, D.D. 
A volume ot pease ical help for ministers and theo- 
logical stu » and also ME laymen who 
are occasionally called to the blessed of 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
174 pages, cloth, $1.2§ net. Postage 8 cents extra. 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N, 837 N. Wells, Chicago 




















209 PAGES. 
CLEAR TYPE. CLOTH BINDING. 


Is The Bible True? 


BASIL F. C. ATKINSON, 
M.A., Ph.D. 


(Under Librarian . ee Library, 
Cambridge.) 


With a esta by 
H. J. Orr-Ewing, M.C., MLD., F.R.C.P. 


$ 1 -O POST 


PAID 
First Edition, October 
Second Edition, December 
Third Edition, NOW READY 


Missionaries, Students, and Chris- 
tian Workers all over the world will 





oe 


. . I have read the Book with in- 
tense delight... . You have done a great 
service in publishin such a scholarly and 
effective defense of the Word of .God. 
May it have widespread circulation and 
influence... 


Very sincerely yours, 
DinspaLe T. Younc. 
Says The Sunday School Times: ‘‘ Dr. 
Atkinson bas succeeded in making such a 
work so simple, attractive and practical 
that it is indeed a spirited challenge for the 
youth of today.” 


THYNNE & CO., LTD. 


(Under New Management) and 





welcome this book. | 





DAILY PRAYER UNION 


28-30 Whitefriars St., Fleet St. 
LONDON, E.C.4 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons. issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 9 to 15 


Mon.—Matthew 18 : 15-29. 
The Duty of Forgiveness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Forgiveness of 
others’ wrongs is commanded; it is to be 
unlimited cnd is a characteristic of God’s 
people. It is God’s glory to show mercy, 
and ours also to do likewise. The forgiving 
spirit is illustrated by Joseph, David, the 
Lord Jesus, Stephen, and Paul. The one 
who has an unforgiving spirit is living in 
the dangerous state of unjudged sin (see 
1 Cor. 11:30, 31). Pray for the mission- 
aries and native pastors, evangelists, and 
Bible women in Guatemala. 
Tues.—Matthew 18 : 21-35. = 
The Measure of Forgiveness. 
Prayer Succestions: How to forgive is 
illustrated in this lesson. The measure is 
unlimited. The New Testament supplies 
examples of how to forgive. Resentment, 
anger, and revenge are utterly un-Christ- 
like. Slow to wrath, meekness, and self- 
control befits the follower of the Lord 
Jesus who was “meek and lowly in heart.” 
Pray for a great work of God in India, 
It contains one hundred million more non- 
Christians than when Carey landed there 
in 1793. 
Wed.—1 Kings 8 : 27-34. 
Prayer for Forgiveness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Solomon based 
his prayer upon God’s covenant with Israel. 
Ours is founded upon God’s covenant with 
Christ our Surety. Reconciliation is 
through faith in his blood and is according 
to the measure of the riches of his grace 
(Eph. 1:7, 8). This covenant made from 
eternity is certain, and furnishes a com- 
plete foundation for forgiveness. Owing 
to this “finished work of Christ” the sinner 
may call upon the name of the Lord, ob- 
tain pardon for all his offences, and become 
a child of God. Pray for India’s release 
from the mighty shackles of Satan indi- 
cated in the caste system. 
Thurs.—Hosea 14: 1-9. 
Forgiveness and Restoration. 
Prayer SuGcestions: Israel fell by in- 
iquity but forgiveness and abounding mercy 
were offered to them, and these are also 
intended fer penitent people of God now. 
The state of the forgiven backslider is 
illustrated in this lesson. Only the Lord 
Jesus can heal and restore. “The Lord re- 
deemeth the soul of his servants” (Psa. 
34:22). When sin is confessed it is imme- 
diately forgiven (1 John 1:9). Pray for 
misstonaries needed in. the five hundréd 
separate native states in India. 


Fri—Luke 7: 41-50. Jesus Forgives a Sinner. 

Prayer SuGGEsTions: The Parable of 
the Two Debtors illustrates God’s pleasure 
in the forgiveness of repented sin. Pardon 
has for its source the free grace of Christ. 
The means of obtaining it is faith in him. 
Faith is voluntary, a moral exercise. With- 
out it-it is impossible to have forgiveness 
and restoration to.-fellowship with God. 


(Lesson for April 15) March 31, 1934 





Pray for all Christian missionaries in 
Burma. 
Sat.—Acts 7: 54-60. The Forgiving Spirit. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Stephen reflects 
and exemplifies our Lord’s spirit of for- 
giveness. He prayed for forgiveness for 
his murderers to the One who said, “Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they 
do.” Thus by this extreme example we see 
what a patient, meek, and forgiving spirit 
should actuate us toward our enemies. We 
should pray for all who despitefully use us, 
Pray for South Africa General Mission, 
Inc., Arthur J. Bowen, Secretary, 23 Flat- 
bush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Sun.—1 Corinthians 13 : 1-8. 

The Supremacy of Love. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Love’s supremacy 
is described in this “Love Chapter” of the 
Bible. The perfect character of Christ 
finds its delineation as regards love in these 
wondrous verses. The love of Christ, a 
gift of grace, seeks a channel through every 
redeemed and consecrated personality. Love 
is the grace that makes all the other graces 
efficient. Pray for West Indies General 
Mission, Mr. Christian F. Wandel, Treas- 
urer, 6112 Fifty-sixth St., Maspeth, New 
York City. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Concerning manuscripts.—Those who send 
manuscripts to The Sunday School Times 
and Christian Youth for publication are re- 
quested to send return postage to be used 
in case the manuscripts are found unavail- 
able. The Times regrets that it cannot 
usually return manuscripts with which no 
postage is enclosed. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well as 
the mew address whenever you request a 
change in your address. If in a club, please 
give name and address of your club organ- 
izer, and allow two full weeks for the 
change to be made. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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